
Helpful Tips for Creating Defensible Space: A Guide for Residents 
 
The tips and information below were developed by the El Dorado County Vegetation 
Management Team in order to help community members become compliant with the 
Defensible Space Ordinance. 
 
1. There are 2 zones:  

- Zone 1 is the 0 – 30 feet area directly around your home. 
- Zone 2 is the 30 - 100 feet area outside of Zone 1 that surrounds your home.  
- There are different rules within each zone. Your inspection form organizes many of 

the violations by Zone.  
 
2. Wood Piles 
If your woodpile is within 30 feet of your home, you have two options: 

A) Move it to Zone 2 and have 10 feet of clearance around it down to bare mineral soil. 
B) Keep it in Zone 1, but fully enclose it in fire-resistant material. For example, this can be a 

fire-resistive tarp or inside of a shed, among other options. Just make sure that the 
woodpile is fully enclosed on all sides with fire-resistant material.  

C) Treat logs and stumps just like woodpiles – either get rid of them or separate them from 
the surrounding vegetation by scraping around them down to bare mineral soil.  

 
3. Trees 
In general, there are 3 things to remember with trees:  

A) Get rid of the dead - You need to get rid of all dead or dying trees and branches. You can 
burn them on designated burn days, chip them, bring them to a green waste facility, or 
move them outside of the defensible zone (but not within 100 feet of a neighbor’s 
home).  

B) Limb up your live trees. For mature trees, remove limbs on the lower 6-feet and the 
lower third of limbs on younger trees.  Remove all dead limbs. 

C) Create separation from other vegetation. You do not want a fire to be able to travel 
continuously from tree to tree. To reduce this possibility, create distance between 
individual trees or between tree stands. You can do this by thinning the tree stand, 
limbing, or other methods.  

 
4. Other Vegetation 
All dead vegetation needs to be removed from within 100 feet of your home. Shrubs need to be 
separated from trees so that fire does not travel from the understory into the canopy (in the 
form of a fire ladder). Fire ladders can be prevented by limbing the lower portions of trees and 
pruning the higher portions of shrubs. Additionally, keep individual shrubs and trees as 
separate from one another as possible.  



5. Ground Debris 
Any vegetative debris on the ground such as dead grass, needles, branches, leaves, and weeds 
need to be removed from Zone 1. Up to 3 inches of this material is permitted in Zone 2. 
 
 
6. Misconceptions 
A) Many times, people think that they need to spend thousands of dollars on a professional 
arborist or contractor to become compliant with the ordinance. In fact, most of the time, some 
basic yard work like mowing and weed eating combined with the use of a pole saw and a chain 
saw can provide the opportunity for individual homeowners to become compliant themselves. 
 
B) In other instances, the work can be overwhelming and may seem impossible. In these cases, 
our Vegetation Management Team recommends two approaches. First, look at your inspection 
form and carefully read each checked box that indicates a violation. Conquer each violation 
one-by-one until you have eliminated all violations. Secondly, you can start from the closest 
areas around your home and work outwards. Begin by walking around your home and 
addressing any dead debris or other violations that may be present. Just focus on 0-10 feet 
around your home. Then, start focusing on the full 30-foot zone around your home and take 
care of any defensible space concerns in that area. Continue to work outwards incrementally 
until you have reach 100 feet away from your home in all directions.  
 
C) Distance matters. In many situations, it is the debris and vegetation closest to your home 
that be the greatest risk. Trees, shrubs, or vegetation adjacent to the side of your home and 
hanging over your roof represent an extreme threat to your residence. Remove vegetation in 
these areas. The further away you move vegetation, the further you move the risk of wildfire 
reaching your home. Clean your gutters at least twice during fire season. While the gutters are 
being cleaned, make sure to blow any debris or vegetation off your roof. The quality of the 
defensible space immediately surrounding the home can be the most effective way to protect it 
from wildfire.  
 
 
7. Video 
The CalFire video below is very helpful in explaining what needs to be done regarding 
Defensible Space:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GPRJeUQByRk 
 
 
PLEASE NOTE: This document was developed separate from the County 5101 Ordinance. The 
language in the ordinance supersedes this document should there be any differences. This 
document is only meant to serve as a guide.  


