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Council Meeting Minutes 

July 20, 2022 
Hybrid Meeting: 

ZOOM and 
in person at Pioneer Community Center 

 

 
 
Attendees:  
Janet Barentson , Ken Pimlott, Ed Matwich, Greg LaDeaux, Mary Elliott, Mike Cook (Zoom), 
Sandy Hodnett (Zoom), Mike Pinette (Zoom), Kim Biskner, Jane Taylor, John Hess (Zoom)  
  
GUESTS: Mary Hess, Chris Biskner, Wendy Dobson, Mike Davidson, David Baskins, Sheila 
Triebull (ORFSC)  
 

1) The meeting was called to order by Janet Barentson.  
2) The agenda for the July 20,2022 meeting was approved.  
3) The meeting minutes for June 15,2022 were approved.  
4) The Treasurer's Report was approved.  
5)  Information Items:  

a) Partner Reports  
i) Ken Pimlott reported for the EDCFSC .   

(1) The EDCFSC is establishing a permanent office in Placerville at 
the old Post Office on Main St.  

(2) CAL FIRE and other programs are working together on Defensible 
Space and zones. The Outreach Program stepped up and agreed 
to bring together workshops on defensible space.  

(3) Jodi Martin, the EDCFSC clerk, is leaving so they are currently re-
cruiting a part-time clerk.  

(4) There is a lot going on with grants currently and they need help 
processing them, so the EDCFSC will be adding a paid Grants 
Support Staff. 

(5) The recent PG&E outages were discussed. Ken explained that we 
need to be patient and that everyone is doing their job to get 
through this.  Each of the recent outages occurred because of a 
legitimate service interruption.  
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6) Chair and Vice Chair Reports  
a) Chair, Janet Barentson  

i) Janet gave the election results. Ed Matwich retired from his position and 
Mike Pinette will be the new Vice Chair.  

b) Vice Chair Mike Pinette   
i)    I.   Mike will be participating in the EDCFSC Grants working group.  

7) Activities Reports  
a) Newsletter  

i) Jane Taylor reported that the newsletter is always in need of current or 
other articles. The theme for the next newsletter will be “GO”.  

ii) The group discussed future articles on the new South County Grant. Ken 
made it clear that this Grant is still a few months away and there will be a 
lot of work to do.  He also explained how a “Right of entry” will be a chal-
lenge.  

iii) A guest asked if PG&E were maintaining the easements. Ken exlained 
that they were doing what is required by law.  He encouraged everyone to 
talk to the crews.   

b) Address signs  
i) Janet Barentson reported on address signs for John Hess. John is turning 

his focus to advertising. He is looking into online advertising such as So-
cial Media and online publishing to increase the number of sign requests, 
which have diminished.  

ii) Defensible Space  
(1) Mike Cook reported on defensible space. He had a few problems 

evaluating but they are getting through it. There have been 113 
evaluations since the start of the program.  He said the Green 
Waste Day helped a lot with getting the sign ups.  

(a) Janet asked Mike if he could possibly fit in Sandridge area. 
Mike was concerned with distance, but will be ok in a few 
weeks when he is caught up.  

8)  Unfinished Business  
a)  South County Grant  

i) Janet informed the council that the South County Grant has been 
awarded but has yet to be signed. She reiterated that this Grant will be a 
lot of work for the council. Discussion was had about communication with 
the homeowners and how important that will be.  

b) Title III Funds  
i) Janet will have the balance of the 5K grant money we spent and will 

share that next month.  
c) Future Fuel Reduction  

i) Greg LaDeaux would like a map of the area. Janet has a map she will 
share with him. There was discussion about looking over the map and 
talking about what we can possibly do. Ken suggested looking the county 
website for a map and information.  Mike Pinette was concerned with an-
other program starting since once the South County Grant is here, we will 
have a lot of extra meetings and discussions. Janet also said we are still 
looking into another Green Waste Day.  
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9) New Business  
a) October is Fire safety Month  

i) Discussion about what we can do as a council. Jane said that she had 
Smokey the Bear for the schools. Mary Elliot-Klemm suggested that we 
do a drive for address signs and inspections, also put everything in the 
newsletter.  

ii) Mary will bring forward additional ideas at the August Council Meeting.  
b) Warming Fires  

i)  Mike Davidson and a member of the public had concerns regard-
ing warming fires. They feel that these fires are dangerous. Janet ex-
plained that warming fires are legal.  It is the fire department’s responsibil-
ity, yet because these volunteer departments are understaffed, it would 
be a challenge to enforce this if an ordinance were adopted to make it ille-
gal.   There is no appetite on the county level to initiate an ordinance 
since it would create an unfunded mandate on local fire departments, es-
pecially those that are volunteer, and would not have staff to manage 
these calls.  

10)  Public Comment  
a)  Shiela Triebull (ORFSC)    

i) The ORFSC had a booth at the Music in the Park. She had information on 
all the councils and it went very well.   

ii) Grizzly Flat is trying to get a communal chipping day organized. This will 
let individuals sign up on specific days to chip.  

iii) South County Aliance has a burger night on Friday nights through the 
summer.  

iv) The Wine Signage fundraiser is moving forward, we are incorporating 
Zoom meetings to start the program and will have a day shortly.  

11) Council Comment-none  
 
 
The meeting was adjourned  
 
Respectfully; Kim Biskner  
  
                     Good of the Order  
 
Next AFFSC board meeting August 3.2022  
Next AFFSC Council meeting August 17,2022  
  
                     2022 Calendar  
 
October is fire safety month  
                                                              
             AFFSC Monthly Schedule    
      
1st Wednesday of the month         Executive Board Meeting  
3rd Wednesday of the month        Monthly Council Meeting  
ORFSC  meeting                                  4th Saturday at 9am  
SRGFC Meeting                                   3rd Wednesday at 7pm  
  
  


