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Friends of the AFFSC, 
  
Spring has arrived, and it is again time when we should all be preparing 
and maintaining the defensible space area around our homes.  The first three 
months of 2022 have accumulated a record low rainfall total for that period in our 
State’s history, and vegetation will soon be drying out.  Wildfire season will be 
upon us earlier than normally expected. 
  
To that end, the AFFSC sponsored it’s first volunteer fuel reduction days at the 
Pioneer Elementary and Mountain Creek Middle Schools.  I am pleased to say it 
was a great success!  Volunteers from the AFFSC as well as from the Omo 
Ranch Fire Safe Council cleared excess vegetation from between the 
schools.  We were also fortunate to have the Tree Guys and Foothill Arborists 
volunteer their time and equipment to chip and remove all the cleared green 
waste.  With everyone working together, the fire risk in a significant area of the 
creek bed between the two schools has been addressed, reducing the threat to 
the two schools, their students, and staff.  I want to thank AFFSC Councilmember 
Greg LaDeaux and Pioneer Union School District Maintenance Operations Coor-
dinator Nicholas Torgerson for spearheading this effort.  The event was a great 
partnership, and the AFFSC hopes to hold similar events in other parts of the 
Council area in the future. 
  
In February, our AFFSC Secretary, Mary Elliot Klemm, announced to the Council 
that she will be resigning her position effective in April, allowing her and her hus-
band to do a bit of travelling.  Mary has been the Secretary for the AFFSC since 
its creation and has been instrumental in keeping record of its activities, as well 
as assisting in social media outreach and other sponsored events.  While she will 
be missed as a member of the AFFSC Board, we are fortunate she will remain on 
the Council.   In this issue of the Wildfire Roundup, you can meet Kim Biskner, 
who has graciously volunteered to fill the Secretary role for the Council.  I want to 
personally thank both Mary and Kim for helping make this organization a suc-
cess. 
  
I hope you enjoy this issue of the Wildfire Round-up! 
  
Janet Barentson, Chair 
Aukum Fairplay Fire Safe Council 
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Latest news from El Dorado 

County and the EDCFSC 

 
 
 
  
 
Wildfire Resiliency and Vegetation Manage-
ment Working Group - The El Dorado County 
Board of Supervisors directed the formation of a 
Wildfire Resiliency and Vegetation Management 
Working Group following the devastating Caldor 
Fire. The working group, led by the Chief Admin-
istrators Office and comprised of the EDCFSC, 
CAL FIRE, USFS, El Dorado RCD, El Dorado 
Fire Chiefs Association and Fire Prevention Of-
ficers is charged with looking at lessons learned 
from the Caldor Fire, defining funding streams 
and building a robust community-based resilien-
cy and vegetation management program. 
  
Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) – El 
Dorado County is preparing an application for a 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) hazard mitigation grant aimed at funding 
a wildfire resilience project in a high hazard area 
within the County. The project, totaling $13.5 mil-
lion, will integrate defensible space, home hard-
ening and hazardous fuels reduction in a focus 
area identified through a countywide hazard and 
risk assessment. 
  
Office of Wildfire Resilience – The El Dorado 
County Board of Supervisors approved funding 
for an Office of Wildfire Resilience to be estab-
lished within the Chief Administrator’s Office. 
This new office will be responsible for developing 
a wildfire protection strategy for El Dorado Coun-
ty, managing the HMGP grant and convening a 
broad stakeholder group to coordinate fire pre-
vention and fuels treatment activities throughout 
El Dorado County.   
  
Vegetation Management Ordinance – El Dora-
do County has entered into a contract with the El 
Dorado Hills Fire Department to conduct commu-
nity outreach and defensible space inspections in 
two County Emphasis Areas (CEA’s) under the 
Vegetation Management Ordinance. The areas 
identified this year are in Rescue and Diamond 
Springs. This effort is taking place in coordination 
with CAL FIRE’s inspection program under the 
Public Resources Code. More information re-
garding specific inspection areas for both the 
CAL FIRE and County programs is forthcoming. 
  
 

WELCOME AFFSC 

New Secretary 

Kim Biskner 

AFFSC Welcomes New Secretary 
  
The AFFSC voted in a new Secretary at its 
March Council meeting, following the resigna-
tion of long-time Secretary Mary Elliot-Klemm, 
effective April 2022.  Mary, who has served as 
Secretary since the inception of the AFFSC, 
decided to leave the position so she and her 
husband could take in some travel. Mary has 
been instrumental in establishing and main-
taining the official report of the AFFSC activi-
ties and meetings, as well as assisting with 
public outreach and participating in Council 
events.  The Council recognized and thanked 
Mary for her many contributions at its March 
Council Meeting.  Mary will remain a council 
member when she returns this fall. 
  
The Council unanimously voted to select Kim 
Biskner to take over as the Secretary begin-
ning in April.  Kim and her husband Chris 
moved to Somerset in 2020 after many years 
of visiting the area.  Kim is an avid volunteer, 
serving in various capacities with her local 
Parent Teacher Organization for over 15 
years, on the board of her Homeowners Asso-
ciation, and coaching or sitting on the board of 
her children’s sports organizations. 
  
Kim and her husband are excited to live in the 
South County.  “We have been coming up to 
this area for a long time hoping one day to 
own a home here. We are having a great time 
learning about the area. It is amazing! We 
both enjoy fiddling around the property, mak-
ing new things out of old stuff, bargain hunt-
ing, fishing, good food and wine and having 
good friends to enjoy it all with. ”  They are the 
proud parents of 4 children and have 9 grand-
children. 
  
We want to thank Mary for her dedication to 

our organization, and welcome Kim to her 

new role as Secretary. 
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READY—Defensible Space 

 

 
 

How does  
your property 

rate for  
fire safety? 

 

GET YOUR DEFENSIBLE SPACE EVALUATION 
 

In order to help property owners, reduce the potential of wildfire damage to their property The 
AFFSC provides a free evaluation of your property for fire risk. We have evaluators certified by 
CAL FIRE and use the same form to guide the evaluation as CAL FIRE uses to to inspect proper-
ties for violations. Our evaluations are for advisory and education only and we do not forward the 
results to authorities. We do report the number of evaluations we do in each neighborhood which 
should result in CAL FIRE concentrating their inspections elsewhere. Taking care of problems 
found in our evaluation can also lower the risk perceived by your insurance Company. 

 

ANOTHER SET OF EYES CAN HELP 
 
To request an evaluation or for information, email info@affsc.org 

 

Please include your Name, Street Address, email address, and phone number so we can call back 
to make an appointment. 

 

Thank you for your support! 

It’s that time of year to prepare your property for the prevention from wildfires. We can help. We 
have a friendly dedicated team of advisors that have been trained and certified by CAL FIRE for 
Defensible Space Evaluations. They are your advisory consultant when it comes to being Fire 
Smart and to know the law. They are a volunteer group, whose goal is to help educate the proper-
ty owner on the benefits of a fire safe community.  Some properties can be a big project, I get it, 
and it doesn’t all have to be done at once. You can start at one project at a time, make sure emer-
gency vehicles can get to your property first, that means making your driveway wide and tall 
enough, at least 15 feet off the road. Keep those trees away from your house. Then start working 
your way out. Rome wasn’t built in a day but with everyone’s help we can keep our area from be-
ing a statistic. To request an evaluation or more information,  email info@affsc.org 
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READY—El Dorado County FREE chipper program 

BEING READY—WILDFIRE PREPAREDNESS 
 

Being Ready for wildfire starts 
with maintaining an ade-
quate defensible space and 
by hardening your home by us-
ing fire resistant building mate-
rials. Defensible space is the 
buffer you create by removing 
dead plants, grass and weeds. 
This buffer helps to keep the 
fire away from your home. 
Hardening your home means 
using construction materials 
that can help your home with-
stand flying embers finding 
weak spots in the construction, 
which can result in your house 
catching fire. It takes the com-
bination of both Defensible 
space and the hardening of 
your home to really give your 
house the best chance of sur-
viving a wildfire.  

 

El Dorado County has a free chipper program that provides chipping services free of 
charge to residents on the Western slope. This is a great help to homeowners wishing 
to clear their land and create defensible space around their homes. To find out more 
about this program, visit the El Dorado County Fire Safe Council website 
 
 

http://www.readyforwildfire.org/prepare-for-wildfire/get-ready/defensible-space/
http://www.readyforwildfire.org/prepare-for-wildfire/get-ready/hardening-your-home/
http://www.readyforwildfire.org/prepare-for-wildfire/get-ready/defensible-space/
https://www.edcfiresafe.org/
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READY—WIN A FREE “GO” BAG!! 
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Win an Emergency Kit Go Bag that includes Life-Saving Supplies. 
Participate in our Ready for Wildfire “GO” Raffle 

Send in your entry before April 30 
Raffle will be held May 1 

 

Please read the linked material and watch the linked video.  Answer the questions below and send to 
info@AFFSC.org.  Winners will be chosen from those entries with the most correct answers. 
  
recent video project 
https://www.readyforwildfire.org/prepare-for-wildfire/go-evacuation-guide/evacuation-steps/ 
https://www.readyforwildfire.org/prepare-for-wildfire/go-evacuation-guide/pre-evacuation-preparation-
steps/ 
 

1. In advance of wildfire (if time permits), you can increase the chances of home survival by: 
A. Installing seals for attic and ground vents using pre-cut plywood or commercial seals to 

reduce the risk of flying embers entering the home and igniting a fire within the struc-
ture. 

B. Moving outdoor furniture close to the house to protect it from fire. 
 

2. When an evacuation is ordered, you should: 
A. Leave lights on so firefighters can see your home at night or in smoky conditions. 
B. Turn off your propane tank at the tank. 
C. Shut all windows and doors. 
D. All of the above. 
 

3. As part of being prepared for an evacuation, you should have a go bag prepared.  For 
items that are used daily and cannot be pre-packed, you should: 

A. Randomly grab important items, such as medications and cell phone chargers, as you are 
preparing to leave. 

B. Develop a prioritized list in advance of important items, and in the event of evacuation, 
gather those prioritized items as time allows. 
 
4. Is it important to practice evacuation procedures, especially 
with children or seniors living in the house, so everyone 
knows what to do in case of a real evacuation? 
 A. Yes 
 B. No 
 
5. How many days of food/snacks and water is recommended 
to have with you as you evacuate? 
 A. One day 
 B. Two days 
 C. Three days 
 
6. Are YOU prepared to evacuate? 
 A.  Yes, I have an evacuation kit, and know where I will  
 evacuate to in case of wildfire. 
 B. No, but this information will help me put together my  
 evacuation kit and prioritized list of items, so I am prepared. 
  
Note:  There are three different Go Bags available for prizes. Items 
in the photo differ from the actual Go Bags in the contest. 

mailto:info@AFFSC.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hhQqujnxmxk&t=19s
https://www.readyforwildfire.org/prepare-for-wildfire/go-evacuation-guide/evacuation-steps/
https://www.readyforwildfire.org/prepare-for-wildfire/go-evacuation-guide/pre-evacuation-preparation-steps/
https://www.readyforwildfire.org/prepare-for-wildfire/go-evacuation-guide/pre-evacuation-preparation-steps/
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Teamwork tackles hazardous fire fuels at Pioneer School 
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“Absolutely amazing — the teamwork on 
this project was beyond anything I ex-
pected,” said Pioneer Union School Dis-
trict Maintenance Operations Coordinator 
Nicholas Torgerson as work on the Pio-
neer School Hazardous Fuel Reduction 
Project wrapped up this weekend. 
“There were so many volunteers and they 
really put in the time and effort,” Torg-
erson added. “The result of all their hard 
work is that this area at the entrance to 
the school is now less of a fire hazard 
and has been beautified. The end result 
is absolutely amazing.” 
The school district partnered with the 
Aukum Fairplay Fire Safe Council to or-
ganize the event. Volunteers assembled 
at the school at 10 a.m. March 12 and 13, 
armed with gloves, pruners, chain saws, 
pole saws and enthusiasm. 
Among the volunteers were Sheila 
Triebull and Pat Baireuther from Omo 
Ranch FireSafe Council, who came down 
the hill to help out. 

“Many hands make light work,” observed Aukum Fairplay Fire Safe Council member Mary Elliott-
Klemm. “We are so thankful to have them with us.” 
By the end of the afternoon on Saturday the group had cleared out a large section of blackberries 
and brush along the creek and trimmed back trees. The job was completed Sunday. 
“The school district was so supportive and great to work with,” commented Greg LaDeaux, Aukum 
Fairplay Fire Safe Council member and organizer of the event. District administrators sent out fliers 
before the clean-up to recruit volunteers and those volunteers were rewarded with not only a sense 
of community pride but pizza provided for the group on Saturday by maintenance coordinators Torg-
erson and Curtis Cladini. 
“We wish to especially thank Foothill Arborists for their time and chipper and the Tree Guys for vol-
unteering their tree climbing skills and expertise,” said Aukum Fairplay Fire Safe Council Chairper-
son Janet Barentson. “These two businesses really made a difference and got so much work done. 
We would never have accomplished so much without them.” 
 

 

 

The volunteer Saturday CREW, project chair Greg LaDeaux 
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READY—Emergency Alert System 

Sign Up For CodeRED  

Emergency Alerts 

• When seconds count, be fully informed and continuously updated. 

• The public safety officials are making strides to better protect you and 
your community with the CodeRED emergency notification system. 

 

With CodeRED, state and local agencies can deliver geo-targeted, time-sensitive in-
formation to individuals who have registered to receive alerts. Notifications can be 
sent via email, SMS, voice, mobile app push notifications, IPAWS and more depend-
ing on the severity of the situation. 

https://ready.edso.org/ 

 

http://www.readyforwildfire.org/wp-content/uploads/Wildfire_Home_Retrfit_Guide-1.26.21.pdf 

This Guide includes specific recommendations for how to retrofit existing components of a home to with-

stand wildfire. Each section contains an explanation of how the component is vulnerable to wildfire and 

what can be done to improve that component. The illustrations throughout the Guide are intended to show 

best practices for reducing the vulnerability of a home to wildfire.  

Inside This Guide:  

Defensible Space p. 5   Siding p. 10   Chimneys p. 15    
 Roofs p. 6    Skylights p. 11   Fences p. 16     
 Roof Edges p. 7   Windows p. 12   Glossary p. 17    
 Rain Gutters p. 8   Decks p. 13   Online Resources p. 18    
 Vents p. 9    Garages p. 14 

READY—Wildfire Retrofit Guide 

http://www.readyforwildfire.org/wp-content/uploads/Wildfire_Home_Retrfit_Guide-1.26.21.pdf
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 READY—Pre-fire: Plan, prepare and practice before a wildfire occurs.  
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A wildfire may make it necessary for 
you and your neighbors to evacuate. 
Plan, prepare and practice wildfire 
evacuation together and with your 
local emergency services. This can 
help save lives! 

 
Pre-fire: plan   

 Sign up to receive local emergency 
alerts and warnings on all home phones, cellphones and other devices.  

 Know what your community’s emergency notification and evacuation plans are.  

 Plan an evacuation route away from your home and other alternate routes in case the first 
route is closed or threatened by wildfire.  

 Make sure your designated contact knows your plan and to communicate with you to know you 
are safe.  

 Know the evacuation plans for locations where household members regularly are such as 
workplaces, schools and commuter routes.  

 Plan to evacuate family, friends or neighbors who have disabilities.  

 Maintain roads and bridges on your property and in your community if you are responsible for 
them. Improve roads to have 2 ways out and make them wide enough for emergency vehicles. 
Make sure everyone can open gated roads. Post load limits on bridges. Build culverts with ma-
terials that won’t melt.  

 
Pre-fire: prepare  

 Prepack emergency supply kits.  

 Back vehicles into your garage or park them in an open space facing the direction of escape.  

 Keep the gas tank in vehicles at least half full.  

 
Pre-fire: practice  

 Practice often with everyone in your home, using at least 2 ways out of your neighborhood. 

 Participate in community wildfire drills. If something could keep you from leaving successfully, 
such as a locked gate, address it immediately.  

 Practice evacuating animals and pets, including how to operate trailers and other vehicles 
needed to transport them. Know what resources are needed for their care in case of evacua-
tion.  
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Related News around the  

Community 

Another big thank you to E16 Winery for their 
donation of $330.00 to the PVFA.   During their 
first wine and entertainment event of the year 
they decided to donate a percentage of their 
proceeds to the PVFA.  Our community and 
local businesses are so supportive of our Pio-
neer Volunteer Firefighters.  It is deeply appre-
ciated and the money will be put to very good 
use. 

Thank you!! 

Quarter ly-  Spr ing 2022  
The Wi ldf i re Round -up  

Burn Permits 

It is easy and quick to get your burn permit 

ONLINE.  Use the address below to apply for one.  

Once you register your information a burn permit is 

issued to you instantly.  It is good for a year. 

 

https://burnpermit.fire.ca.gov/ 

A post office box has been 

established for AFFSC.  The 

new address is: 

AFFSC 

P.O. Box 587 

Mount Aukum, CA  95656 

Timesheets are critical to The AFFSC 
Council success: 

• Critical to retaining our FIREWISE USA status, 
which some insurers recognize for insurance dis-
count purposes. 

• Provides "matching" funds for grants at $30 per 
hour of volunteer effort 

• Contractor payments for wildfire work also count 
on the Timesheet 

• Demonstrates our work to make us more Fire 
Safe 

 
Any Resident can submit a timesheet documenting 
their efforts, not only Council Members. 

So if you are raking, clipping, burning, clean-

ing gutters, hiring people to help you clear 

your property….. Keep track of ALL the hours 

and document the work done.  Even volunteer 

work hours for a firesafe council count.   

 

Fill out AFFSC Standard Timesheet monthly. Scan 

first page and send pdf to info@affsc.org. 

 

Online time sheets:  

https://www.affsc.org/timesheets 

Monthly Time Sheets 

WHY? 
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Aukum Fairplay Fire Safe Council Boundaries 

OUR MISSION: Mitigate loss of life and property from the effects of cata-
strophic wildfire through community education, mobilization and action. 
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JOIN US!! 

We continue to meet monthly at Pioneer Park Community Center and by Zoom, Council meetings every 

3rd Wednesday at 7 pm. Let us know anytime you wish to participate. We want to hear from you and what 

your needs are to be wildfire safe. 

To participate and request the Zoom link, email info@affsc.org and ask that your email be put on the dis-

tribution list for upcoming meetings. 

  Let your neighbors know to contact us so we will have their emails for important seasonal infor-
mation.  

 Our contact is info@affsc.org.  

 See our website at www.affsc.org for all sorts of information and links. 

 Follow us on Facebook and Nextdoor 

mailto:info@affsc.org
http://www.affsc.org

