
 1 

Newsletter provided by: 

Newsletter Date 

Quarterly  Summer 
2021 

• Message from 

John Hess 

1 

• Message cont. 

• Smoke Alarms 

2 

• Reflective  

Address Signs 

3 

• AFFSC Go 

Bag Raffle  

4 

• Pet GO Bag 

• Firesafe Envi-

ronment 

5 

• Related  

   Community       

      NEWS 

• Emergency 

Preparedness 

 

• Grilling  

Safety 

• Hoarding & 

Fire 

 

 

6 

 

 

7-

10 

 

11 

 

12 

 

 

13 

Newsletter Editor 

Jane Taylor 

 
 
 
 

Inside this issue: 

The Wildfire Round-up 
Monthly meeting,  

Third Weds. of the month,  

7 - 8:30 p.m. Zoom Meeting 

To participate & request the link 

email info@affsc.org 
 Community Center, Fair Play 

Message from AFFSC Chair - John Hess 

Quarterly 
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Summer 

From the AFFSC Chair - What’s Next in 2021? 

 

2021 so far is looking much like 2020 but with some encouraging news on Covid. 

We also seem to be entering the second year of a drought, and indications sug-

gest this year becoming even more severe than the last with all that implies for the 

upcoming wildfire season. AFFSC is doing all it can in these times to help us all 

be more wildfire safe. 

 

Donations! - That makes it hard (due to COVID restrictions) to have any fundrais-

ing events, so any monetary donations will be greatly appreciated. Please consid-

er any amount. Donations are tax deductible as we are a Nonprofit 501c3. 

 

So what’s next for AFFSC? 

In spite of Covid-19, we continue to meet regularly over Zoom, both Board meet-

ings and Council meetings every 3rd Wednesday at 7 pm. Let us know anytime 

you wish to participate. We want to hear from you and what your needs are to be 

wildfire safe. 

 

Grants! - One of our principal missions is to seek grants for wildfire treatments on 

the ground. We actively work with the El Dorado County Fire Safe Council 

(EDCFSC – our parent Nonprofit) to pursue grants each year. To pursue those 

grants a Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) is being prepared by a con-

sultant, with 13 anticipated projects in our community. 11 of those projects are 

thinned vegetation along our primary and secondary roads we would use for evac-

uation and first responders would use for access. The other projects are a shaded 

fuelbreak around a portion of Outingdale and around Pioneer Union School Dis-

trict. The CWPP is a critical element necessary for seeking CALFIRE and other 

grants. To supplement the CWPP, we have worked with the El Dorado County 

Resource Conservation District (RCD) to develop a Vegetation Management Plan 

(VMP) for the community. This will help accelerate any projects when we receive 

grant funding. We have already applied this year for a nearly $1,000,000 

• Mission 

• Contact info. 

Boundary map 
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CALFIRE grant for the CWPP projects, and are 

applying to the California Fire Foundation for a  

grant for several Community Clean Up Days. 

 

Pioneer Schools Community Project – We 

have plans for a community project at Pioneer 

and Mountain Creek schools, in partnership with 

Pioneer Union School District. There is an area 

along the creek between the schools that is over-

grown and a wildfire hazard to the school build-

ings. We would like to do some thinning of the 

vegetation to make it more fire safe and more 

appealing environmentally and visually. And pos-

sibly a project with the school kids. Volunteers 

are needed to help with this project, and some-

one to coordinate the planning and work. 

 

Wildfire  Information! – We are continuing out-

reach efforts using email, social media and direct 

mail, and our Newsletter! We have sent out sev-

eral information and survey mailings the past two 

years, and are considering another this year. In 

times of Covid, direct mailings are the primary 

way to reach new community members. These 

cost a considerable amount of money, so please 

consider a Donation to help us get important 

information out to the entire community. We are 

also considering some changeable neighbor-

hood signs and/or kiosks to communicate im-

portant information, such as CALFIRE bro-

chures, and seasonal notices.  

 

Volunteers Needed! – With a couple of our vol-

unteers moving, we are in need of volunteers to 

help Not much time is involved. We also need a 

couple of volunteers to help out with Outreach 

efforts, such as the direct mailings, and future in 

person food fundraisers. 

 

Defensible Space – This is a great time of year to im-

prove defensible space around your home and struc-

tures. Grab a lopper and trim up the trees 100 feet and 

more around your structures about 8 feet up. This helps 

rid “ladder fuels” that low grass fires can climb into 

trees and become a crown fire. Stack the cuttings for 

the EDCFSC free chipping program. See the CALFIRE 

Defensible Space flyer on our website for more infor-

mation. 

 

Home Hardening – One of the best actions you can 

take is to remove any flammable materials that are 

within 5 feet of your structures. Those materials catch 

embers, often flying miles ahead of the actual fire that 

can ignite your home. See the CALFIRE Home Harden-

ing flyer on our website for more information. 

 

Water Supply and Hydrants –Another great way to 
make your home more attractive to Firefighters is to 
provide a water supply at your home. Just a connection 
to a well pump will not provide water fast enough to 
help Firefighters. A good water supply can be a pool, or 
even better a large water tank with a proper hydrant 
near the house. See http://pioneerfire.org/forms-
documents/ for tank and hydrant requirements, and 
proper signage to tell Firefighters that you have a water 
source for them. You can check with info@affsc.org  
regarding requirements and contacts for installers. 

 

Let your neighbors know to contact us so we will have 
their emails for important seasonal information. Our 
contact is info@affsc.org. See our website at 
www.affsc.org for all sorts of information and links. 

Do you have your smoke alarms installed? 

Smoke Alarms In California, all residents are required 
to have at least one operating smoke alarm. The num-
ber of alarms you need and their location depends up-
on the layout of your home. There should be one 
smoke alarm located near sleeping areas. It is also a 
good idea to have at least one alarm on each level of 
your home, including the basement. 

http://pioneerfire.org/forms-documents/
http://pioneerfire.org/forms-documents/
mailto:info@affsc.org
mailto:info@affsc.org
http://www.affsc.org
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IF WE CAN’T FIND YOU  
– WE CAN’T HELP YOU! 

 

 

 
 
 

GET YOUR RRREEEFFFLLLEEECCCTTTIIIVVVEEE   RRREEESSSIIIDDDEEENNNTTTIIIAAALLL   AAADDDDDDRRREEESSSSSS   SSSIIIGGGNNN!!! 
 

When emergency responders are called to a given location, there may be a delay in response if crews are 
unable to see the address from the street, especially at night. GPS locations are not always accurate. The 
few extra minutes it may take to locate your address could cost you your home — or your life. 

 

EMERGENCY ADDRESS SIGN FUNDRAISER - AFFSC 

 
Sign details: 6” X 18” .063” aluminum covered with green reflective vinyl.  4” Reflective vinyl 

numbers on one or both sides. Fire resistant when mounted onto a metal post. 
 
 Cost # Needed Subtotal 

Vertical sign with up to 4 numbers one side $20 _____ $_____ 

Vertical sign with up to 4 numbers both sides $25 _____ $_____ 

Horizontal sign with up to 5 numbers one side  $20 _____ $_____ 

Horizontal sign with up to 5 numbers both sides $25 _____ $_____ 

6 ft metal green post for horizontal signs $10 _____ $_____  

TOTAL ………………………………………………………………. $_____   

Name ___________________  Email________________________  Phone _________________ 
 
Mailing Address__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Number to be on Sign - _____________ For Information email to info@affsc.org  

 
To Order mail this Order Form with check made out to  AFFSC 
    6940 Fairplay Road 
    Somerset, CA 95684       

 

Funds are used for community wildfire prevention education. 

Thank you for your support! 
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AFFSC’s Ready for Wildfire “GO” Raffle  

Do you know the answers to these questions about Wildfire Evacuation?  

1. At what point should you evacuate?  

 Early, to help firefighters keep roads clear of congestion.  

 As soon as evacuation is recommended by fire officials.  

  Prior to evacuation orders, whenever you feel unsafe.  

 All of the above.  

2. Prior to evacuating, should you close all the curtains in your house?  

 Yes, it will keep the house cooler and reduce the risk of theft.  

 No, curtains could catch fire from the radiant heat of the window, and result in fire damage to the 

house from the inside.  

3. In preparing to evacuate, you should bring all patio furniture and BBQs close to the exterior of the 

house.  

 Yes, it will clear obstacles for firefighters, and decrease the likelihood of fire damage to these items.  

 No. These items will become ignition sources to your home. Patio furniture should be moved inside 

the house or garage, and BBQs should be moved away from the home.  

4. When a wildfire threat is present, should you gather your important papers and medications in 

case of evacuation?  

 Yes, these items should be included in your Emergency Supply Kit and taken with you in the event of 

evacuation, since it may be several days before you can safely come back to your property.  

 No, it is better to leave these items home so they don’t get lost.  

5. When evacuating, I should gather my pets and make sure they are in the house to be safe.  

 Yes, they would be more comfortable at home.  

 No, take your pets with you. Don’t forget their pet food and drinking water!  

 

Many folks did answer correctly and they entered our Ready for Wildfire “GO” raffle on May 1.  

AND THE WINNER IS….  

Julie Patterson was the winner of the equipped Emergency 

Go Bag. She commented that reading the brochures in order 

to answer the questions made her more aware of details she 

hadn’t thought of before.  

She also sat right down with her family and discussed what 

they would do in case of a Wildfire. That included creating a 

backpack with a change of clothes for each member. “My ten 

year old and I discussed that we might lose everything in a 

wildfire, but that as long as we were safe it would be okay. 

That was a hard concept for my child to comprehend, but I am 

really glad that we took the time to have that conversation. I 

feel like we are better prepared because of it.”  
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Build a Kit for Your Pet 
Just as you do with your family’s emergency 
supply kit, think first about the basics for surviv-
al, such as food and water. Have two kits, one 
larger kit if you are sheltering in place and one 
lightweight version for if you need to evacu-
ate.  Review your kits regularly to ensure that 
their contents, especially foods and medicines, 
are fresh. 
Here are some items you may want to include in 
an emergency kit for your pet: 
 
 

• Food. Keep several days’ supply of food in 

an airtight, waterproof container. 

• Water. Store a water bowl and several days’ 

supply of water. 

• Medicine. Keep an extra supply of the medi-

cine your pet takes on a regular basis in a wa-

terproof container. 

• First aid kit. Talk to your veterinarian about 

what is most appropriate for your pet’s emer-

gency medical needs. 

• Collar with ID tag and a harness or leash. 

Include a backup leash, collar and ID tag. Have 

copies of your pet’s registration information and 

other relevant documents in a waterproof con-

tainer and available electronically. 

• Traveling bag, crate or sturdy carrier, ide-

ally one for each pet. 

• Grooming items. Pet shampoo, conditioner 

and other items, in case your pet needs some 

cleaning up. 

• Sanitation needs. Include pet litter and litter 

box (if appropriate), newspapers, paper towels, 

plastic trash bags and household chlorine 

bleach to provide for your pet’s sanitation 

needs. 

Eaves: Embers can accumulate under open eaves and 

enter the attic through gaps in construction materials. Pro-

tect eaves on the exposed side with ignition resistant ma-

terial. Enclose eaves with fiber cement board or 5/8 inch 

thick high-grade plywood. If not possible, fill daylight gaps 

in attic with caulk or fire resistant rated foam.  

Exterior Siding: Ignition-resistant materials are better 

choices, such as cement board. If replacing noncombus-

tible siding is not feasible, keep wood siding maintained in 

good condition. Within the first 5 feet of structure, remove 

vegetation growing onto structure.  

Windows & Skylights: Windows are one of the weakest 

parts of a home and usually break before the structure ig-

nites. Install dual-pane tempered glass for all exterior win-

dows. The type of window frame is not as critical. Keep 

vegetation away from windows.  

Vents: Attic, eave and foundation vents are potential entry 

points for embers. Replace all 1/4 - inch vent with 1/8-inch 

wire mesh. New Chapter 7A compliant WUI rated vents 

prevent burning embers from reaching interior spaces, 

available at Diamond Lumber and Home Depot. Do not 

permanently cover vents. Remove plants growing in front 

of vents.  

Rain Gutters: Rain gutters trap flying embers. Always 

keep rain gutters free of leaves, needles and debris. Clean 

them several times during fire season. Consider replacing 

with a leaf guard system that restricts forest debris ability 

to accumulate.  

Flammable Items: Keep the porch, under decks and other 

areas of the home free of easily combustibles materials 

(baskets, plastic flowerpots, wood, pine needles and de-

bris).  

Decks: Poorly maintained wood and plastic materials are 

often combustible. As an option, consider using fire-

resistant rated materials. Routinely remove needles, 

leaves, twigs and weeds from gaps between deck boards 

and under the deck. Enclose the undersides of the deck 

with lattice or mesh fencing, to reduce forest debris and 

restrict embers.  

Firewood: Stacks should be located at least 30 feet from 

the home. If the stacks are stored uphill from the house, 

make sure burning firewood cannot roll downhill and ignite 

the home. Consider using an ember-resistant firewood 

cover.  

Roof: Class A fire-resistant roofs are asphalt composition, 

metal or tile and do not burn, only the accumulating forest 

litter ignites. Replace wood siding along dormers with ce-

ment board.  

Chimneys: Cover chimney and stovepipe openings with 

an approved spark arrestor cap.  

EDCFS & FIREWISE COMMUNMITIES USA 
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The ongoing PVFA fire extinguisher fundraiser 

has collected to date over $700!!!  Remember the 

fire extinguisher donation receptacles have been 

placed in many local Fairplay/Somerset wineries 

and businesses (in no particular order):  

Mediterranean Vineyards,  

Creekside Cork & Brew,  

Katie’s Cafe,  

Mt. Aukum Store,  

Miller Vineyards,  

Oakstone Winery,  

Skinner Vineyards,  

Masteroserio Winery,  

Polynesian Girl Wine,  

E 16 Winery,  

Perry Creek Winery,  

Toogood Estate Winery,  

Windwalker Winery,  

Cantiga Winery, 

Mederios Family Wines  

and Busby Cellars.   

 

Please continue to support these local 

businesses and look for the extinguisher 

to deposit your donation.       

Thank you!! 

South County First Responder  

“FISHING DERBY” 

The FREE event took place on Saturday May, 15th 

at D’Agostini Reservoir from 8am-2pm.  The event 

was sponsored by The Pioneer Volunteer Firefight-

ers Association (PVFA) in conjunction with the Pio-

neer Fire Protection District.   

The community was invited but the fishing derby was 

limited to children 15 years and younger. 

There were demonstrations done by: CHP Helicopter 

24, Sheriff's Department Canine, Sheriff's Depart-

ment Drones, Extrication of a car by Amador County 

Fire and PFPD 

Over 200 people attended of which 80 were chil-

dren. Parking volunteers were from Pioneer Bible 

Church. 

The PVFA fed breakfast and lunch.  Over 40 dozen 

eggs and over 200 hot dogs were served .. 

The Vendor Booths included : Pioneer Youth Gar-

den Club, Ham Radio Club, Air Reach, Cal Fire, 

Amador County, El Dorado County, SCLAR, Local 

Fire Safe Councils, Tina Noah and her petting zoo 

and El Dorado County Sheriff's Department.. 

 

Mountain Democrat sent a photographer and Good 

Day Sacramento sent a reporter. 

Everyone seemed to have a great time.  Was good 

to be social again. 
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Emergency Preparedness 

HAM licensing –  We are so spread out geographically 

there is a need to have small communication areas 

which can then have a central person communicate with 

a central command center.  There is a ERC (emergency 

radio/response communication net) every Saturday 

morning where we check in as ERC operators to make 

sure our equipment is working, learn who we can and 

can’t hear and discuss any pertinent information.    

A class can be offered to help with test preparation.  

The test is given immediately after the class for a $20 

fee which includes the license fee.  Everything is usually 

done in one block of time.  Once the test is passed, your 

license is good for 10 years and costs about $8 every 

10 years thereafter for a renewal.   

For more information about how to join the Cosumnes 
River Neighborhood Radio Watch, please contact Col-
ton Meyer at coltonwmeyer@gmail.com. 

Emergency Preparedness the Application   

Make a family Plan  

It should include such things as: 

The types of disasters that are more likely to occur in 

our area 

Knowing how to receive emergency alerts.   

What and where the family sheltering options are  

Guidelines to help decide whether it is better to go or 

stay during an evacuation  

A communication and reunification plan so all are 

accounted for  

A regular practice routine to keep the plan updated, 

clear and remembered by those involved.   

Types of disasters likely.  A sample of disasters likely 

to occur in our area.   

Winter storms 

Fires  

Mudslides  

Earthquakes  

There are more.  Each situation may require different 

handling.   Think through all scenarios.  For example, 

you may need to have different outside gathering places 

for a winter storm than for a fire or mudslide.   

Receiving Emergency Alerts 

How will I receive emergency alerts and warnings?  

Reverse 911 calls  

FEMA app 

Work   

Social media  

Schools  

Information relayed will include things such as: 

The type of disaster   

Evacuation routes   

Shelter openings  

Updates  

There could also be information on road conditions, 

damage estimates and animal housing.   

Family Sheltering Options   

Home – Is it necessary to transport somewhere else?  

Is the homes structure safe?  Are we able to evacuate if 

needed?   What are the roads like?   Are there medical 

needs that must be attended to? Are electric, gas and 

water lines safe and stable?   

Land - What are the outside elements like?  Are there 

precarious tree situations?  Do we have communication 

ability?  Are we looking at unstable soil conditions?  

Does the weather allow outside sheltering?   

Community shelter – It can take a few days for shel-

ters to be set up and they may not be easily accessible 

if road conditions are bad.  Plan alternative options that 

look better for your family at the time.  A list of open 

shelters should be communicated through some of the 

above listed emergency alert programs.   

Outside effected area - It may be that going outside 

the affected area would be best.   Consider your op-

tions.  Are there relatives or friends who could assist in 

the situation?  Would a motel provide the solution for a 

few days?   

What would you do if being away from home became 

long term?   

Know plans for:  

School – Become familiar with school and work emer-

gency response plans and how to stay informed.  This 

information is usually handed out at the beginning of the 

school year and should be on their web site.   Discuss 

the plan with children so they know who can pick them 

up and what your gathering plan is. They should keep a 

hard copy of the family communication numbers with 

them.  The individual picking them up also needs to be 

aware of the schools evacuation procedures, where the 

children will be and what your family plan is.   

Make sure household members with phones are signed 

up to receive alerts and warnings from their school, 

workplace, and/or local government.  You will find more 

information about how to sign up in the forthcoming 

Quarter ly  Summer 2021  The Wi ldf i re Round-up  
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email.  For children without phones, make sure they know 

to follow instructions from a responsible adult, such as a 

teacher of principal.   

Daycare – Be aware of the organizations emergency plan.  

It may be comforting for the child if you take a loved stuffed 

animal or favorite toy when picking them up.   

Convalescent home – Ask about the evacuation and care 

plan for any home, assisted living, or health center your 

loved ones may be in.  These facilities are required to be 

prepared and will share the information with you.  The plan 

for the Western Slope Health Center in Placerville, across 

from the Placerville chapel, is to move their patients to the 

Placerville buildings parking lot.    

Work – Each situation will be different.  Know the protocol 

for your specific job.  Consider making a commuter emer-

gency plan. 

Common family gathering areas – You may need to de-

velop your own plan concerning family members who may 

be in areas frequently used outside of the home.  This could 

be a park, friend’s home, athletic area etc.   

BEFORE AN EVACUATION 

 Emergency Meeting Places  

Decide on possible Emergency Meeting Places   Plan how 

you will leave and where you will go.   

Look for places that should be safe – a multi-story building 

may not be a good choice if there could be earthquake af-

tershocks.    

Familiar places can be comforting and calming.  Some-

where to reunite that has pleasant memories connected 

with it.   

Make sure these location are accessible for household 

members with disabilities and functional needs.  If needed, 

think about animal friendly places.   

Where to go   

We are trying to help you think through possibilities of meet-

ing areas. Not telling you “where to go.”    

If you need to meet indoors.  This should be a small, interi-

or, windowless room such as a closet or bathroom on the 

lowest level of a sturdy building.   

On your land.  What landmark or area will you gather to 

outside your home?  Will it be at a tree?  The end of the 

driveway?  This should be a place where your household 

members will meet if there is a fire or other emergency and 

you need to leave the structure of your home.   

What about a meeting place in your neighborhood?   It 

may need to be a neighbor’s house, the general store or 

down by the water’s edge.  Decide what is best for 

your situation.   

Outside your neighborhood.  A place where fami-

ly members will meet if they are not at home and 

are unable to return.  A familiar easily attainable 

place such as a library, family friend’s home, park.   

 Those who work or are involved in activities out-

side of town need a meeting place.  Think about 

situations that allow communication to happen and 

could possible provide assistance to/or receive as-

sistance from others.   

An out of town meeting place could also be used if 

the community is instructed to evacuate the area 

and there are still family members who need to 

gather.   

Have different evacuation plans for different types of 

disasters? 

Two exit routes  

Plan at least two alternate routes to exit your home.  

Think about exiting each room and the house itself.    

How will you leave your land if the driveway and/or 

road outside it are unusable?  Do you have bolt cut-

ters with you to cut any possible fences that may be 

encountered?   Search and plan for two exit ways.   

Identify several destinations you could go to.  Possi-

bly a relative/friend, another town, motel, community 

shelter. Determine different routes from town to get 

there. 

Choose exit routes and destinations in different di-

rections.  Going East during a snow storm or West if 

radioactive winds are blowing from the coast may 

need to be rethought.   

Plan for 

The special needs of infants.  Be sure to alter your 

plans as little ones join the family and develop into 

the toddler stage.  Their abilities to walk, carry and 

assist must be taken into consideration.   

The needs of seniors and handicapped individuals 

may require consideration while making your emer-

gency plans.  What does your plan need to include 

for these situations?   

Last but not least in this section, what will happen 

with pets and livestock?  Shelters usually only ac-

cept service animals.  The El Dorado County web 

site has good information in its emergency prepara-

tion area and includes pet and livestock ideas.  In 

fact it is a very good site to check for a number of 

different things.  Its link will be included in the email.   

Transportation preparation  

The Wi ldf i re Round -up  Quarter ly  Summer 2021  
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If there is a hint of an evacuation or you know the weather 

is changing for the worse, keep your gas tank full.    

Keep a half tank at all other times.  Gas stations may be 

closed during emergencies, lines may be long or power 

may be off. 

Since you may not be able to get home and collect your 

72 hour kit, having both an auto first aid and 72 hour kit 

can prove very useful.   

Think about other possible forms of evacuation transpor-

tation.  If roads are impassable, is there a quad, or bicycle 

available?  You may need to walk out.   

DURING AN EVACUATION   

Make sure you have downloaded the FEMA app.  A list 

of open shelters in your local area should be found there 

during an active disaster.   

Listen to a battery-powered radio and follow evacuation 

instructions.  There may also be information on social me-

dia.  

Secure your house: turn off utilities if warranted, gas, 

water, electricity.  Always turn house water off to eliminate 

contamination or back flow.   Turn gas off only if you smell 

gas, hear gas escaping, see a broken gas line or suspect 

a gas leak.  If you shut the gas off, there may be a consid-

erable delay before your service can be turned back on.  

This must be done by a qualified professional.  If you plan 

on being gone only a few hours or couple of days it is rec-

ommended you leave the refrigerator and freezer plugged 

in.  When turning the electricity off, switch off each individ-

ual circuit before shutting off the main circuit breaker.  

When turning it back on, reverse the procedure.  Electrical 

sparks have the potential of igniting natural gas if it is 

leaking so check all systems well.    

Leave house unlocked so firefighters can get in easily if 

needed.  Plan to take one car per family to reduce con-

gestion and delay. 

Take your 72 hour kit / go-bag.  Store them close to the 

exit door you will be using.  Keep them current with cloth-

ing, meds, first aid supplies, important paper information 

etc.  Checking and refreshing them when you practice 

your Family Emergency Plan could work well together.   

Arrange for animals.  Remember food, cage, leash, im-

munization records, vet contact information etc.  Make 

sure they have identification information attached to them.  

This includes livestock.    

Leave early enough to avoid being trapped in traffic or 

bad weather   

Follow recommended evacuation routes.  Shortcuts 

may be blocked.  Though it’s still good to plan two exit 

routes.   

If time allows:   

Contact your out of area central communication 

person who is in your family communications plan. Tell 

them where you are going, who is with you and what 

your plans are.  

Secure your home by closing and locking doors and 

windows.     

Unplug electrical equipment such as radios, televi-

sions, small appliances   

Wear sturdy shoes and clothing that provides some 

protection such as long pants, long-sleeved shirts and 

a hat   

Check with neighbors who may need a ride or assis-

tance.    

You may want to make lists for different time allot-

ments containing the most important things to do within 

evacuation timeframes such as 5, 10, 15 minutes etc.   

AFTER AN EVACUATION   

Check with local officials both where you are staying 

and back home before you travel.   

Residents returning to disaster-affected areas after sig-

nificant events should expect and prepare for disrup-

tions to daily activities, and remember that returning 

home before debris is cleared may be dangerous.   

Notify family and friends before you leave and when 

you arrive. 

Charge devices and consider getting back-up batteries 

or a solar charger in case of continued power outages.   

Fill you gas tank and consider downloading a fuel app 

to check for outages along your route.  Bring supplies 

such as water and non-perishable food for the trip.   

Avoid downed power lines or utility lines: they may be 

live with deadly voltage.  Stay away and report them 

immediately to your power or utility company.   

Only use generators away from your home and NEV-

ER run a generator inside a home or garage, or connect 

it to your home’s electrical system.   

Check for structural damage to buildings that may 

render them unsafe   

Wear gloves and beware of contamination. There can 

be contaminated water, food, animal carcasses etc.  

 

Communication and re-unification plan   

During a disaster, you will need to send and receive 

The Wi ldf i re Round -up  Quarter ly  Summer 2021  
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information from your family.  Communication networks, 

such as phones and computers, could be unreliable and 

electricity could be disrupted.   

All family members should always carry a hard copy of 

the Family Emergency Communication Plan in his/her 

wallet, backpack or purse.  This would contain family email 

addresses, land and cell phone numbers as well as the out 

of area contact person’s information and gathering areas.  

Additional information for schools, work, caregivers, medi-

cal facilities and providers, veterinarians, insurance com-

panies and other services could be added.     

Designate a central communication person outside the 

affected area.  All information would go to this central 

number.  In a disaster, it may be easier to send information 

long-distance than to call across town.  Local phone lines 

can quickly become jammed.   

A useful way to have emergency contact information in one 

place electronically is to place it under the heading ICE (In 

Case of Emergency) in each household member’s cell 

phone.  This will eliminate confusion and help someone 

identify your emergency information if needed.   Inform 

your emergency contact person of any medical issues or 

other requirements you may have or that are occurring.   

If there is an individual with a speech disability, deaf or 

hearing impaired in the household, use the traditional 

video relay service (VRS).  Include information on how to 

connect through relay services on a landline phone mobile 

device, or computer.   

Make sure household members and your out of area con-

tact person know how to text or know alternative ways to 

communicate.  Text short informative information rather 

than make a phone call.  Text messages may also save 

and then send automatically as soon as capacity is availa-

ble.  They can also be forwarded to others.   

HAM licensing was discussed earlier.  In order for us to 

be able to communicate with each other in our gathering 

areas we do need help in this area.  This may be the only 

way to communicate. 

Practice 

Practice, practice, practice until your plan becomes effi-

cient, effective and comfortable.  Make sure all aspects 

are covered and all holes are found.  Revamp as needed.  

Each family plan must be individualized and will change as 

situations change.  Once complete, update and practice at 

least twice a year.  General Conference is a good seasonal 

change time to rotate supplies in 72 Hour Kits and practice 

your plan.   

Practice texting and calling.  Have each person send a 

text or call your out-of-town contact.  Practice sending 

group texts to your mobile phone group list.   

Know what the pertinent information to communicate 

by text is.  Let others know you are safe, where you are 

and any specific conditions that need communicating.  

Keep things as concise as possible.    

Choose who will be the lead communication per-

son to send out information.    

Practice gathering all household members at your 

indoor, outdoors and your neighborhood emergency 

meeting places.  Discuss how each individual would 

get to the out-of-neighborhood and out-of-town meeting 

places.   

Make sure everyone, including children, know how 

and when to call 911 for help.  This should only be 

done in case of a life-threatening emergency.   

After each practice evaluate how it went.  What 

worked well, what needs improving, and what infor-

mation needs updating.  Make needed changes and 

discuss concerns and how individuals felt.  

There is nothing wrong with revamping your plan.  

Keep phone numbers, meeting places and information 

updated. 

Tidbits:  

Wait 10 seconds before redialing a number.  If you 

redial too quickly, the data from the handset to the cell 

sites do not have enough time to clear before you’ve re

-sent the same data.  This contributes to a clogged net-

work.   

Conserve your mobile phone battery by reducing the 

brightness of your screen, placing your phone in air-

plane mode, and closing apps you do not need.  Lim-

it watching videos and playing video games to help re-

duce network congestion.   

Have chargers for batteries, a car phone charger, 

and or a solar charger available for backup power for 

your mobile phone, teletypewriters (TTYs), amplified 

phones, and caption phones.  If you charge your phone 

in a car, be sure the car is in a well ventilated area to 

avoid life threatening carbon monoxide poisoning.   

Maintain a household land line and analog phone 

that can be used when mobile phone service is una-

vailable.  Make sure the home phone has battery back-

up if it has a cordless receiver.   

If you evacuate and have a call-waiting feature on you 

home phone, forward your home phone number to 

your mobile phone number.   

Use the internet to communicate by email or other so-
cial media format.  The internet can also be used for 
telephone calls through Voice over Internet Protocol 
(VOIP).   
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There’s nothing like outdoor grilling. It’s one of the 

most popular ways to cook food. But, a grill placed too 

close to anything that can burn is a fire hazard. They 

can be very hot, causing burn injuries. 

 

Follow these simple tips and you will be on the 

way to safe grilling. 

SAFETY TIPS  

 Propane and charcoal BBQ grills should only be 

used outdoors. 

 The grill should be placed well away from the 

home, deck railings and out from under eaves and 

overhanging branches. 

 Keep children and pets at least three feet away 

from the grill area. 

 Keep your grill clean by removing grease or fat 

buildup from the grills and in trays below the grill. 

 Never leave your grill unattended. 

  Always make sure your gas grill lid is open before 

lighting it. 

 

CHARCOAL GRILLS  

 There are several 

ways to get the char-

coal ready to use. 

Charcoal chimney 

starters allow you to 

start the charcoal us-

ing newspaper as a 

fuel. 

 If you use a starter flu-

id, use only charcoal 

starter fluid. Never add 

charcoal fluid or any 

other flammable liquids to the fire. 

 Keep charcoal fluid out of the reach of children 

and away from heat sources. 

 There are also electric charcoal starters, which do 

not use fire. Be sure to use an extension cord for 

outdoor use. 

 When you are finished grilling, let the coals com-

pletely cool before disposing in a metal container. 

 

PROPANE GRILLS 

Check the gas tank 

hose for leaks 

before using it for 

the first time each 

year. Apply a light 

soap and water 

solution to the 

hose. A propane 

leak will release 

bubbles. If your grill has a gas leak, by smell or 

the soapy bubble test, and there is no flame, 

turn off both the gas tank and the grill. If the leak 

stops, get the grill serviced by a professional 

before using it again. If the leak does not stop, 

call the fire department. If you smell gas while 

cooking, immediately get away from the grill 

and call the fire department. Do not move the 

grill.  If the flame goes out, turn the grill and 

gas off and wait at least 5 minutes before re-

lighting it. 

 

FACTS 

!!!!  July is the peak month for grill fires. • 

 

!!!!   Roughly half of the injuries involving 

grills are thermal burns. 

 

nfpa.org/education ©NFPA 2019 

Grilling Safety 
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Do you have a person in your life who may be a 

hoarder? Hoarding is a condition where a per-

son has persistent difficulty discarding personal 

possessions. The large amount of possessions 

fill the home and prevent the normal use of the 

space. Living space becomes cluttered. It may 

be unusable. Hoarding brings distress and emo-

tional health concerns.  

 

Why Hoarding Increases Fire Risks  

• Cooking is unsafe if flammable items are 

close to the stove or oven.  

• Heating units may be too close to things that 

can burn. They might also be placed on un-

stable surfaces. If a heater tips over into a 

pile, it can cause a fire. 

• Electrical wiring may be old or worn from the 

weight of piles. Pests could chew on wires. 

Damaged wires can start fires.  

• Open flames from smoking materials or can-

dles in a home with excess clutter are very 

dangerous.  

• Blocked pathways and exits may hinder es-

cape from a fire. How Hoarding Impacts First 

Responders  

 

How Hoarding Impacts First  

Responders 

• Hoarding puts first responders in harm’s 

way.  

• Firefighters cannot move swiftly through a 

home filled with clutter.  

• Responders can be trapped in a home when 

exits are blocked. They can be injured by ob-

jects falling from piles.  

• The weight of the stored items, especially if 

water is added to put out a fire, can lead to 

building collapse.  

• Fighting fires is very risky in a hoarding 

home. It is hard to enter the home to provide 

medical care. The clutter impedes the 

search and rescue of people and pets.  

How Can You Help Reduce the Risk of 

Fire Injury  

 When talking a person who hoards, focus on 

safety rather than the clutter. Be empathetic. 

Match the person’s language. If they call it 

hoarding, then you can call it hoarding.  

 Help the residents make a home safety and 

escape plan. Stress the importance of clear 

pathways and exits. Practice the plan often. 

Exit routes may change as new items are 

brought into the home.  

 Install working smoke alarms in the home. 

Test them at least once a month.  

 Reach out to community resources. Talk to 

members of the fire department to alert 

them of your concerns. They may be able to 

connect you with members of a hoarding 

task force for additional help.  

 

www.nfpa.org/education ©NFPA 2016  

Hoarding and Fire: Reducing 

the Risk 
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Aukum Fairplay Fire Safe Council Boundaries 

OUR MISSION: Mitigate loss of life and property from the effects of cata-
strophic wildfire through community education, mobilization and action. 
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JOIN US!! 

We continue to meet regularly over Zoom, Council meetings every 3rd Wednesday at 7 pm. Let us know 

anytime you wish to participate. We want to hear from you and what your needs are to be wildfire safe. 

To participate and request the Zoom link, email info@affsc.org and ask that your email be put on the dis-

tribution list for upcoming meetings. 

 

 Let your neighbors know to contact us so we will have their emails for important seasonal infor-
mation.  

 Our contact is info@affsc.org.  

 See our website at www.affsc.org for all sorts of information and links. 

 Follow us on Facebook and Nextdoor 

mailto:info@affsc.org
http://www.affsc.org

