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info@affsc.org 
   

Message from AFFSC Chair  

Janet Barentson 

Quarterly 

July—September 

Summer 

Friends of the AFFSC, 
Summer has arrived, and with it we are well into Fire Season.  As wildfire activity 
picks up, we should all increase our attention to the variety of resources available 
to monitor conditions and provide awareness to fire activity nearby.  Fire activity 
can be monitored at CAL FIRE’s website, https://www.fire.ca.gov/incidents/ , and 
locally through the CAL FIRE Amador-El Dorado Unit Facebook page, or nation-
ally at https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/ .   Knowing what is occurring in your area will al-
low you to make decisions early, including putting together your important papers 
and irreplaceable items so you can leave if necessary.  This issue of the Wildfire 
Roundup provides useful information for being “SET”, or prepared to leave in 
case of wildfire.  Most importantly, however, YOU are the most valuable item, so 
if an evacuation order is issued, GO.  This was never more evident than during 
last summer’s Caldor Fire, when some residents were given only minutes to get 
out of harm’s way.  You can find important evacuation preparedness resources at 
https://www.readyforwildfire.org/prepare-for-wildfire/go-evacuation-guide/  

The AFFSC was pleased to host its first Green Waste Disposal Day this past 

month.  The event allowed residents to bring excess vegetation to the dumpsite, 

where Hargo’s Land Management donated their time and equipment to unload 

vehicles and chip material into dumpsters.  Additionally, the AFFSC Defensible 

Space Evaluation Team was on site to provide information and schedule defensi-

ble space evaluation site visits. Fifty-seven loads of green waste were removed 

from the community, helping to lessen the fire risk.  A huge THANK YOU to the 

Hargo’s team and the AFFSC volunteers who made the day a big success! 

I am pleased to announce that the AFFSC, in coordination with the Diamond 

Springs, Oak Hill, Omo Ranch, Sand Ridge and Patterson Ranch Fire Safe Coun-

cils, was awarded a CAL FIRE Fire Prevention Grant for over $2 million to com-

plete fuel reduction work along the primary evacuation routes and to implement 

four shaded fuel areas within the overall project area.  This grant will treat over 32 

miles of roadways and provide shaded fuel breaks over 447 acres throughout the 

south county over the next three years.  The AFFSC’s Mike Pinette played a sig-

nificant role in this grant effort, and we thank him for all his work!  Watch for up-

coming community meetings for further details on the implementation of these 

projects.                                                                                CONTINUED………. 

https://www.fire.ca.gov/incidents/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/
https://www.readyforwildfire.org/prepare-for-wildfire/go-evacuation-guide/
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Finally, in June, the AFFSC held its annual Executive 

Board elections.  Vice Chair Ed Matwich, one of the 

founding members of the AFFSC, announced he was 

stepping down from the Executive Board.  He will con-

tinue to participate as an AFFSC Councilmember.  

Councilmember Mike Pinette was elected to the Vice-

Chair position for the upcoming year, joining Secretary 

Kim Biskner, Treasurer Sandra Hodnett, Member-at-

Large Ken Pimlott and myself, who were each reelect-

ed.  On behalf of the AFFSC, I would like to thank Ed 

for all his contributions to the AFFSC. 

I hope you enjoy this issue of the Wildfire Round-up! 

 

Janet Barentson, Chair 
Aukum Fairplay Fire Safe Council 

Ready to GO! 

Evacuation Plan Checklist 

Create an evacuation plan that includes:  

• A designated emergency meeting location 
outside the fire or hazard area. This is 
critical to determine who has safely evac-
uated from the affected area. 

• Several different escape routes from your 
home and community. Practice these of-
ten so everyone in your family is familiar 
in case of emergency. 

• Have an evacuation plan for pets and 
large animals such as horses and other 
livestock. 

• A Family Communication Plan that desig-
nates an out-of-area friend or relative as a 
point of contact to act as a single source 
of communication among family members 
in case of separation. (It is easier to call 
or message one person and let them con-
tact others than to try and call everyone 
when phone, cell, and internet systems 
can be overloaded or limited during a dis-
aster.) 

Be Prepared: 

• Have fire extinguishers on hand and train 
your family how to use them (check expi-
ration dates regularly). 

• Ensure that your family knows where your 
gas, electric, and water main shut-off con-
trols are located and how to safely shut 
them down in an emergency. 

• Assemble an Emergency Supply Kit for 
each person, as recommended by the 
American Red Cross. (See next section 
for details.) 

• Maintain a list of emergency contact num-
bers posted near your phone and in your 
emergency supply kit. 

• Keep an extra Emergency Supply Kit in 
your car in case you cannot get to your 
home because of fire or other emergency. 

• Have a portable radio or scanner so you 
can stay updated on the fire. 

• Tell your neighbors about Ready, Set, Go! 
and your Wildfire Action Plan. 

 

 

When immediate evacuation is necessary, follow 
these steps as soon as possible to get ready to 
GO! 

• Review your Evacuation Plan Checklist. 

• Ensure your Emergency Supply Kit/
Evacuation Bag is in your vehicle. 

• Cover-up to protect against heat and flying 
embers. Wear long pants, long sleeve shirt, 
heavy shoes/boots, cap, dry bandanna for 
face cover, goggles or glasses. 100% cotton 
is preferable. 

• Locate your pets and take them with you. 

 
REMEMBER THE SIX “P’S” 
Keep These Six “P’s” Ready In Case Imme-
diate Evacuation Is Required: 
 
1. People and pets 

2. Papers, phone numbers, and important docu-
ments 

3. Prescriptions, vitamins, and eyeglasses 

4. Pictures and irreplaceable memorabilia 

5. Personal computer hard drive and disks 

6. “Plastic” (credit cards, ATM cards) and cash 

Chair message cont. 

https://www.readyforwildfire.org/prepare-for-wildfire/get-set/prepare-your-family/
https://www.readyforwildfire.org/prepare-for-wildfire/get-set/emergency-supply-kit/
https://www.readyforwildfire.org/prepare-for-wildfire/get-set/emergency-supply-kit/
https://www.readyforwildfire.org/prepare-for-wildfire/get-set/wildfire-action-plan/
https://www.readyforwildfire.org/prepare-for-wildfire/go-evacuation-guide/pre-evacuation-preparation-steps/
https://www.readyforwildfire.org/prepare-for-wildfire/get-set/emergency-supply-kit/
https://www.readyforwildfire.org/prepare-for-wildfire/get-set/emergency-supply-kit/
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Emergency Supply Kit 

Emergency Supply Kit Checklist 

• Face masks or coverings 

• Three-day supply of non-perishable food and three gallons of water per person  

• Map marked with at least two evacuation routes 

• Prescriptions or special medications 

• Change of clothing 

• Extra eyeglasses or contact lenses 

• An extra set of car keys, credit cards, cash or traveler ’s checks 

• First aid kit 

• Flashlight 

• Battery-powered radio and extra batteries 

• Sanitation supplies 

• Copies of important documents (birth certificates, passports, etc.)  

• Don’t forget pet food and water! 
Items to take if time allows: 

• Easily carried valuables 

• Family photos and other irreplaceable items  

• Personal computer information on hard drives and disks  

• Chargers for cell phones, laptops, etc.  
 
Always keep a sturdy pair of shoes and a flashlight near your bed and handy in case of a sudden 
evacuation at night. 

How to Prepare to Evacuate from a Wildfire  

Evacuation plans for families with young children should include helping toddlers understand how to 
quickly respond in case of fire, and how adults can escape with babies. Prepare ahead of time by 
practicing your family’s fire escape plan, and what to do to be safe when there is a wildfire nearby.  

It is important to talk to toddlers and small children at a level that they understand and that does not 
frighten. Here are a few resources that offer guides and tips for families with young children about fire 
safety and preparing for a disaster. 

Preparing Seniors and Disabled Family Members  

Seniors and people with disabilities also need special consideration when preparing for a disaster. 
Below are several resources that help individuals and families with special needs plan and prepare 
for an event such as a wildfire. 

Prepare Your Family 
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Evacuation “GO” Bag 

Choose an Evacuation Bag 
An emergency go bag should be lightweight enough for an adult or child to easily carry it, but large enough to 
hold essential items needed for up to three days. A backpack is a good choice because it leaves your hands 
free to hold onto other items, but a small suitcase with wheels or rolling backpack can also work. Remember, 
you may be running with your bag. 
Medications and Personal Items 
Pack at least three days of each type of medication you take in the original prescription bottles, a small first 
aid kit, and sanitary hand wipes. If you use supplemental oxygen, invest in a portable tank to have on 
hand. Pack an extra pair of glasses or plenty of contact lenses, a comfort item for each child, and something 
small to entertain you, such a pack of cards. 
Electronics 
While you may not land in a spot with electricity, be sure to pack at least one phone charger and any extra 
battery packs. Include an LED flashlight or headlamp, and purchase a radio that can be charged by hand-
cranking. A metal whistle may also prove invaluable for location if your cell phone dies. 
Clothing 
Each person should have enough clothing for three days. Choose clothing that is lightweight and can be worn 
in layers. For small children, pack extra diapers and warm clothes. Select shoes that are waterproof, if possi-
ble. 
Food and Water 
You won't be able to carry a lot of supplies, but be sure every bag has a bottle or two of water. Water filtration 
straws in each bag will ensure potable water. Add a small amount of lightweight food, such as granola bars or 
dried fruit. Carry a multi-functional tool with a can opener and small knife. For babies, include premixed for-
mula, baby food, and extra bottles. 
Paperwork 
Place documents—whether the originals or photocopies—in a sealed, waterproof bag in the go bag. Even if 
you have scanned the documents onto a flash drive, paper copies should be in the bag because there may 
not be electricity available to use an electronic device. Have these documents available for every member of 
the household: 

• Birth certificate 

• Passport 

• Social security card 

• List of emergency contact information 

• Current family photograph with contact information (in case members get separated) 

• Health insurance cards 

• Medical and immunization records 

• Driver's license 

• Marriage, adoption, citizenship certificates 

• Home deed 

• Insurance policies on home and auto 

• Credit card and banking information 

• Power of attorney and will 

• Pet records 

Valuables 
Keep some cash in small bills and change in your go bag. Long before the need arises, go around your home 
and take digital photos of valuable items like art and antiques and create an electronic record that can be 
stored in the cloud or on a flash drive in a waterproof container in your go bag. 
Pets 
Don't forget about Fido and Frisky—pack a go bag for each of your pets. The bag should contain a leash, dry 
food, water, and a lightweight carrier. 
 
Tip 
Place the bag near an exit with your purse or wallet, phone, and keys. 
 

https://www.thespruce.com/best-rolling-backpacks-4155119
https://www.thespruce.com/best-tactical-flashlights-4146552
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PRE-EVACUATION PREPARATION 

STEPS 
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Home Evacuation Checklist – How to Prepare 
for Evacuation: 

Inside the House 

• Have your Emergency Supply Kit/Evacuation 
Bag ready to go 

• Ensure a Wildfire Action Plan is prepared ahead of 
time 

• Make sure you know your community’s emergency 
response plan and have a plan on where to go when 
it is time to evacuate, and best routes for leaving 
your location. 

• Shut all windows and doors, leaving them unlocked. 
• Remove flammable window shades, curtains and 

close metal shutters. 
• Remove lightweight curtains. 
• Move flammable furniture to the center of the room, 

away from windows and doors. 
• Shut off gas at the meter; turn off pilot lights. 
• Leave your lights on so firefighters can see your 

house under smoky conditions. 
• Shut off the air conditioning. 
Outside 

• Gather up flammable items from the exterior of the 
house and bring them inside (patio furniture, chil-
dren’s toys, door mats, trash cans, etc.) or place 
them in your pool. 

• Turn off propane tanks. 
• Move propane BBQ appliances away from struc-

tures. 
• Connect garden hoses to outside water valves or 

spigots for use by firefighters. Fill water buckets and 
place them around the house. 

• Don’t leave sprinklers on or water running, they can 
affect critical water pressure. 

• Leave exterior lights on so your home is visible to 
firefighters in the smoke or darkness of night. 

• Put your Emergency Supply Kit in your vehicle. 
• Back your car into the driveway with vehicle loaded 

and all doors and windows closed. Carry your car 
keys with you. 

• Have a ladder available and place it at the corner of 
the house for firefighters to quickly access your roof. 

• Seal attic and ground vents with pre-cut plywood or 
commercial seals. 

• Patrol your property and monitor the fire situation. 
Don’t wait for an evacuation order if you feel threat-
ened. 

• Check on neighbors and make sure they are prepar-
ing to leave. 

Animals 

• Locate your pets and keep them nearby. 

WILDLAND FIRE SAFETY FOR 

YOUR LIVESTOCK AND PETS 

You’ve taken steps to keep your family and home 
fire safe. Don’t forget your pets and livestock. With 
some advance planning you can increase their 
chances of surviving a wildland fire. 

Livestock 

• Clear defensible space around your barns, pas-
tures and property just as you do your 
home.  PRC 4291 requires clearance around all 
structures on your property. 

• Plan ahead, know where you would evacuate 
the animals Contact your local fairgrounds. 
stockyards equestrian centers, friends etc. 
about their policies and ability to take livestock 
temporarily in an emergency.  Have several 
evacuation routes in mind.  If you don’t have 
your own truck and trailer, make arrangements 
with local companies or neighbors before disas-
ter strikes.  Make sure your neighbor have your 
contact numbers (Cell phone, work, home, etc.).  

• Have vaccination/ medical records, registration 
papers and photographs of your animals (proof 
of ownership) and your Disaster Preparedness 
Kit. 

• If you must leave your animals, leave them in a 
preselected, cleared area. Leave enough hay 
for 48 to 72 hours. Do not rely on automatic wa-
tering systems. Power may be lost. 

• Do not wait until the last minute to start evacu-
ating! 

 
Livestock Disaster Preparedness Kit 

• Hay, feed and water for three days 
• Non-nylon leads and halters 
• First aid items 
• Wire cutters and a sharp knife 
• Hoof pick 
• Leg wraps 
• Shovel 
• Water buckets 
• Plastic trash barrel with a lid 
• Portable radio and extra batteries 
• Flashlights 
During a wildland fire, local animal rescue organi-
zations work with law enforcement and fire depart-
ments to rescue as many animals as they can. In 
battling a wildfire, firefighters will do what they can 
but they are not responsible for evacuating your 
livestock. Firefighters may cut fences or open gates 
to free trapped animals. 

https://www.readyforwildfire.org/prepare-for-wildfire/get-set/emergency-supply-kit/
https://www.readyforwildfire.org/prepare-for-wildfire/get-set/emergency-supply-kit/
https://www.readyforwildfire.org/prepare-for-wildfire/get-set/wildfire-action-plan/
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Pets 

• Plan ahead. Know where you will take or 
leave your pets. In case you are not home 
when disaster strikes, arrange in advance for 
a neighbor to check on or transport your pets. 
Make sure your neighbors have your contact 
numbers (cell phone, work, home, etc.). In the 
event of evacuation pets may not be allowed 
inside human emergency shelters – have an 
alternate prearranged location to take your 
animals. 

• Make sure your pets are always wearing 
properly fitted collars with personal identifica-
tion, rabies and license tags. 

• Each animal should have it’s own pet carrier. 
Birds, rodents and reptiles should be trans-
ported in cages. Cover cages with a light 
sheet or cloth to minimize their fear. 

• Store vaccination/medical records, veterinary 
contact information, proof of owner- ship, a 
current photo, and a Disaster Preparedness 
Kit in one location. 

 
Pet Disaster Preparedness Kit 

• Pet carrier for each pet 
• Two-week supply of food and water 
• Non-spill food and water bowls 
• Pet first-aid kit 
• Medications and dosing instructions 
• Car litter box and litter 
• Plastic bags for waste disposal 
• Paper towels 
• Disinfectants 
• Leashes/collars/harnesses 
• Blankets 
• Toys and treats 
• Newspaper 
 
If You Must Leave Your Pet 

• If you must leave your pets, bring them in-
doors. Never leave pets chained outdoors! 

• Use a room with no windows and adequate 
ventilation, such as a utility room, garage, 
bathroom, or other area that can be easily 
cleaned. Do not tie pets up! 

• Leave only dry foods and fresh water in non-
spill containers. If possible open a faucet to 
let water drip into a large container or partially 
fill a bathtub with water. 

 

What to do if you become 

trapped near a wildfire 

 
While in your vehicle: 

• Stay calm. 
• Park your vehicle in an area clear of vegeta-

tion. 
• Close all vehicle windows and vents.  
• Cover yourself with wool blanket or jacket. 
• Lie on vehicle floor. 
• Use your cell phone to advise officials—call 

911. 
 

 
While on foot: 

• Stay calm. 
• Go to an area clear of vegetation, a ditch or 

depression on level ground if possible.  
• Lie face down, cover up your body. 
• Use your cell phone to advise officials—call 

911. 
 

 
While in your home: 

Stay calm, keep your family together. 
Call 911 and inform authorities of your 
location. 
Fill sinks and tubs with cold water.  
Keep doors and windows closed, but 
unlocked. 
Stay inside your house. 
Stay away from outside walls and win-
dows. 
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Emergency Alert System 

GRANTS UPDATE—Michael Pinette 

Other than the Cal Fire grant we did as a collaboration project with several other fire safe councils and sub-
mitted early February I have nothing in the hopper. I did present and speak at the River Pines FSC last 
week,they want to do a collaboration with AFFSC similar to the shaded fuel break we proposed for Outing-
dale. The issue is that  Dean Rd, which abuts their properties, to the East, is in our AFFSC map.  Looking at 
the photographs presented, it looks like a very similar Outingdale shaded fuel break opportunity and that 
road  is in dire need of roadside hazard and shaded fuel break work.  I've made the connection between the 
drivers of the River Pines council (Nell and Rocky Raymond) with Janet B.  I've also sent a separate email 
based on the presentation results last week. Their entire East flank is exposed, and Dean Rd is not listed in 
any of our CWPP projects.  The next step would be to see how we can leverage our FSC as part of Pat 
Dwyers FSC to collaborate and get a shaded fuel break funded for Dean Rd. 
 
Other than that all the opportunities I have been made aware of either required a $100,000 coinvestment or 
some hurdle that our budget would not allow.  I have been in touch with Janet on each one, and as I men-
tioned in the last meeting -- rather than just forwarding on an email from PGE, Cal Fire, Nature Conservan-
cy or whatever group is sponsoring a grant opportunity.  The forward should come with a recommendation 
as to whether we as a group should proceed with gusto, review as a team to decide next steps, or call it 
a  medium priority or pass.  Still looking for others, but nothing has presented itself yet.   
 

Overview 
The El Dorado County Sheriff's Office of Emergency Services alert and warning system provides a number 
of ways in which the county may contact the community in the event of an emergency such as evacuations 
due to wildfires, hazardous material spills, or urgent law enforcement operations. 

The El Dorado County Office of Emergency Services partnered with CalOES to bring the El Dorado Coun-
ty Emergency Alerts notification service to residents and businesses by app, telephone, cell phone, text 
message, email, and social media when there is a threat to the health or safety of residents. 

If you previously signed up for notifications through Code RED (El Dorado County's former alert system), 

you do not need to sign up again to continue receiving notifications. The information from CodeRED will 

migrate over to the new system. We do however encourage new registration as a better way to update 

your notification options. You may receive notifications from both El Dorado County Emergency Alerts and 

CodeRED during the transition period. However, we recommend that you go to 

 https://www.smart911.com/smart911/ref/login.action?pa=edcgov 

and sign into El Dorado County Emergency Alerts to verify your information is correct. Your User ID should 

be your email address. If you forgot you User ID or need your password reset, click "Forgot User ID or 

Password". 

REMEMBER WE CAN’T ALERT YOU IF WE CAN’T REACH YOU! 

 

GET THE Smart911 APP 

This new system offers several improvements to include App notifications via Rave's Smart 911 app. You 

will receive App notifications if you are in an affected area, even if that area is not your registered address. 

We also encourage new registration with Smart911 as a better way to update your profile and notification 

options. 
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 Green Waste Drop Off on 6/11, Sponsored by AFFSC, was a Great Success!! 
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Thank you to all of the volunteers, Hargos Chipping and Brush Removal and El Dorado Disposal 
for a very successful green waste disposal day. 57 loads of material were delivered, filling two 40 
yard dumpsters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recovery is easier if you have an accurate home inventory. Document the contents of your home be-
fore a fire occurs. Use your smartphone to video your belongings. Keep your inventory & photos out-
side home or in the cloud. 

TIP 1: Video or photograph each room of your home.  
Remember to document drawers and closets. 

TIP 2: Describe your home’s contents in your video. 
Mention the price you paid, where and when you bought the item.  

TIP 3: Remember to note important or expensive items.  
Video your electronics, appliances, sports equipment, TVs, computers, tablets.  

TIP 4: Save receipts for major purchases.  
Store key documents in the cloud or fireproof case. Keep home inventory offsite or in the cloud.  

TIP 5: Video the Garage 
Don’t forget to video or photograph what is inside your garage.  

Make a Home Inventory 
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CAL FIRE  

Wildfire Grant Awards 
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CAL FIRE announcing the Wildfire Prevention Grant 
awards. The El Dorado County Fire Safe Council was 
successful in three grant awards totaling over 
$4 million. Specifically, the following grants were ap-
proved: 
  
21-FP-AEU-0053              $1,252,790         Residential 
Hazardous Tree Removal              
21-FP-AEU-0073              $2,079,887         South 
County Fuel Reduction                          
21-FP-AEU-0099              $   705,670         Coloma 
Lotus Fuel Reduction                          
   
This is a direct result of the hard work by so many of 

you and is a huge accomplishment. It also demon-

strates how combining our efforts into larger collabora-

tive projects can be successful. Thank you to every-

one who worked on this effort. 

Timesheets are critical to The AFFSC 
Council success: 

• Critical to retaining our FIREWISE USA status, 
which some insurers recognize for insurance dis-
count purposes. 

• Provides "matching" funds for grants at $30 per 
hour of volunteer effort 

• Contractor payments for wildfire work also count 
on the Timesheet 

• Demonstrates our work to make us more Fire Safe 
 
Any Resident can submit a timesheet documenting 
their efforts, not only Council Members. 

So if you are raking, clipping, burning, clean-

ing gutters, hiring people to help you clear 

your property….. Keep track of ALL the hours 

and document the work done.  Even volunteer 

work hours for a firesafe council count.   

Fill out AFFSC Standard Timesheet monthly. Scan 

first page and send pdf to info@affsc.org. 

Online time sheets:  

https://www.affsc.org/timesheets 

Monthly Time Sheets 

WHY? 

Earlier this week the Pioneer Fire Protection District 
was informed by Debbie Matthews, wife of former 
Chief Mark Matthews, that he was being placed into 
hospice. 

This afternoon we were informed that Chief Mat-
thews has passed away.  News of his death is very 
disheartening and took us by surprise. 

Chief Matthews was a passionate individual with 
strong beliefs and did his best during his time at 
Pioneer. 

Service time and location is currently not available.   

Thank you for your thoughts and prayers for his 
family. 

 

WELCOME New AFFSC Board 

The AFFSC 2022 –2023 Board Members are: 
  
Janet Barentson, Chair 
Mike Pinette, Vice-Chair 
Kim Biskner, Secretary 
Sandy Hodnett, Treasurer 
Ken Pimlott, Member-at-Large 
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Aukum Fairplay Fire Safe Council Boundaries 

OUR MISSION: Mitigate loss of life and property from the effects of cata-
strophic wildfire through community education, mobilization and action. 
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JOIN US!! 

We continue to meet monthly at Pioneer Park Community Center and by Zoom, Council meetings every 

3rd Wednesday at 7 pm. Let us know anytime you wish to participate. We want to hear from you and what 

your needs are to be wildfire safe. 

To participate and request the Zoom link, email info@affsc.org and ask that your email be put on the dis-

tribution list for upcoming meetings. 

  Let your neighbors know to contact us so we will have their emails for important seasonal infor-
mation.  

 Our contact is info@affsc.org.  

 See our website at www.affsc.org for all sorts of information and links. 

 Follow us on Facebook and Nextdoor 

mailto:info@affsc.org
http://www.affsc.org

