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7 - 8:30 p.m. In Person and Zoom 

Meeting available 

To participate & request the link email 

info@affsc.org 
   

Message from AFFSC Chair  

Quarterly 

September—December 

Fall 

Friends of the AFFSC, 

The calendar tells us that summer is coming to an end, but the weather has 

not yet conceded.  In fact, weather has been particularly at odds with the sea-

sons over the last decade.  California, and much of the western United 

States, continues to suffer from the ongoing mega-drought, (https://

droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?CA)  and with 

that an increased risk of wildfire. 

We have been fortunate that to date there has not been a repeat of the 

events of last summer.  Statewide, the number of acres affected by wildfire 

this year is down compared to the previous several years.  I would like to 

think it is because collectively, we are more aware and more careful of our 

activities which could be at risk of causing a wildfire.  There also has been an 

increase in the number of community events throughout the County to reduce 

excess vegetation, such as the Green Waste Day the AFFSC held earlier this 

year.  I know that firefighters across the state have been aggressive in 

fighting the wildfires that have ignited, keeping most of them from becoming 

large and damaging.  

So, as we enter this fall, continue to be diligent in maintaining fire safety pre-

cautions in and around your home.  Keep dry or dead vegetation away from 

your home.  Be prepared should a wildfire occur by creating and maintaining 

a go bag.  Check on your neighbors.  And should a wildfire occur, heed the 

warnings of fire and law enforcement professionals.  

This issue of the Wildfire Roundup includes a wealth of information, including 

information on defensible space benefits, how to support our local fire depart-

ment with identifying water sources you may have on your property, and how 

to be prepared in case of evacuation.  I hope you enjoy this issue of the Wild-

fire Round-up! 

Janet Barentson, Chair 

Aukum Fairplay Fire Safe Council 

 

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?CA
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?CA
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Ready to GO! 

TAKE ACTION IMMEDIATELY WHEN 

WILDFIRE STRIKES 
When immediate evacuation is necessary, fol-
low these steps as soon as possible to get 
ready to GO! 

Evacuation: What to Take and Do: 

1. Review your Evacuation Plan Checklist. 

2. Ensure your Emergency Supply Kit is in your 
vehicle. 

3. Cover-up to protect against heat and flying 
embers. Wear long pants, long sleeve shirt, 
heavy shoes/boots, cap, dry bandanna for 
face cover, goggles or glasses. 100% cotton 
is preferable. 

4. Locate your pets and take them with you.  

When to Evacuate 

Leave as soon as evacuation is recommended 
by fire officials to avoid being caught in fire, 
smoke or road congestion. Don’t wait to be or-
dered by authorities to leave. Evacuating the 
forest fire area early also helps firefighters keep 
roads clear of congestion and lets them move 
more freely to do their job. In an intense wild-
fire, they will not have time to knock on every 
door. If you are advised to leave, don ’t hesitate! 

• Officials will determine the areas to be evac-
uated and escape routes to use depending 
upon the fire’s location, behavior, winds, ter-
rain, etc. 

• Law enforcement agencies are typically re-
sponsible for enforcing an evacuation order. 
Follow their directions promptly. 

• You will be advised of potential evacuations 
as early as possible. You must take the initi-
ative to stay informed and aware. Listen to 
your radio/TV for announcements from law 
enforcement and emergency personnel. 

• You may be directed to temporary assembly 
areas to await transfer to a safe location.  

The terms “Order” and “Warning” are 
used to describe evacuation guidance. 
However, local jurisdictions may use oth-
er terminology such as “Precautionary” 
and “Immediate Threat.” These terms are 
used to alert you to the significance of 
the danger. All evacuation instructions 
provided by officials should be followed 
immediately for your safety. 

Do not return to your home until fire offi-
cials determine it is safe. Notification that 
it is safe to return home will be given as 
soon as possible considering safety and 
accessibility. 

When You Return Home: 

• Be alert for downed power lines and 
other hazards. 

• Check propane tanks, regulators, and 
lines before turning gas on. 

• Check your residence carefully for 
hidden embers or smoldering fires. 

Warming  Fires? 

"Warming fires, as well as camp fires and 
bbqs, are not banned.  These items fall under 
the purview of either the county or the local 
fire department.  It is a topic they have been 
wrangling with for some time.  As a fire safe 
council, we have no role in this issue other 
than to provide our members with information 
about fire safety and to put out information 
when there are red flag warnings. 
If you believe the fire is not being managed 
safely, you should report it to your local fire 
station." 
El Dorado County has not adopted any ordi-

nances restricting warming fires.  

https://www.readyforwildfire.org/prepare-for-wildfire/go-evacuation-guide/pre-evacuation-preparation-steps/
https://www.readyforwildfire.org/prepare-for-wildfire/get-set/emergency-supply-kit/
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Power Outage Information 
 

Plan for Power Outages 

Power outages may occur before and during the threat of a wildfire. It ’s important to be pre-
pared and know what actions to take when leaving your home. Along with the  pre-
evacuation preparation steps, these are a few ways to be ready in case of a power outage 
during these critical times. 

 Learn how to manually open your automatic garage doors or gates—this is extremely im-
portant! 

 Be familiar with your home’s utility boxes (electricity, water and gas).  

 Keep shoes near your bed in case you need to evacuate during the night.  

 Build a supply kit —and more than just a First Aid Kit. Include prescription medications 
and check the expiration dates. Include water, a battery-operated radio, flashlights and 
batteries (or a rechargeable flashlight), coolers or ice chests, and external rechargeable 
battery packs for your cellphones and include an extra charging cable. Also keep non-
perishable food and a manual can-opener in your kit. 

 Always keep the gas tank at least half full in your vehicles.  

 Make your safety preparedness plan now and make sure your family knows each step 
and role they will play during this time.  

 Don’t forget your pets! Have an action plan ready for them, too, and know how they will 
be cared for. 

 If you have a power generator, be sure you know the safety guidelines of your model, in-
cluding where to connect it, which electrical 
cords to use, and what the electrical load rating 
is. An improperly installed generator can electro-
cute you or an electric utility worker. 

 Keep your cellphone charged. 

 Keep a supply of bottled water. 

 

https://www.readyforwildfire.org/prepare-for-wildfire/go-evacuation-guide/pre-evacuation-preparation-steps/
https://www.readyforwildfire.org/prepare-for-wildfire/go-evacuation-guide/pre-evacuation-preparation-steps/
https://www.sce.com/wps/portal/home/outage-center/preparing-for-outages/!ut/p/b1/nVFNU4MwEP0reuiRyYbPcIxaIYyDZUAsuTBpTCtqA7Xxo_9e6DDe2lr3tG_m7e57-xBHc8S1-GxWwjStFm8D5n6dsBuKI9dmxCmugeJZYdtThuPU6wlVT4ADRWE_j0lEY5YDI3dlAOwqyrNyVkIcYvSIOOJSm848o2orVS1bbZQ2tdITGP
https://www.sce.com/wps/portal/home/outage-center/preparing-for-outages/!ut/p/b1/nVFNU4MwEP0reuiRyYbPcIxaIYyDZUAsuTBpTCtqA7Xxo_9e6DDe2lr3tG_m7e57-xBHc8S1-GxWwjStFm8D5n6dsBuKI9dmxCmugeJZYdtThuPU6wlVT4ADRWE_j0lEY5YDI3dlAOwqyrNyVkIcYvSIOOJSm848o2orVS1bbZQ2tdITGP
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Build your Outage Supply 

Kit 

During a Power Outage 

If the power goes out, follow these steps:  

 Keep your refrigerator and freezer doors 
closed. 

 Shut off the gas and other combustibles 
such as propane tanks. 

 Stay at least 10 feet away from both over-
head power lines and electrical facilities, 
and never approach or touch overhead 
power lines or any person or object in con-
tact with the lines. 

 If wildfire is within your area, keep informed 
with a battery-powered radio or your cell-
phone. 

Visit these websites for more information 
about what to do in a power outage, and how 
you can ensure the safety of your family dur-
ing the threat of wildfire: 

 PG&E – Safety & Preparedness  

 Southern California Edison – Be Prepared 

for a Power Outage  

 READY.Gov – Power Outages  

 SMUD – Home Safety Tips  

El Dorado County FREE Chipping Program 

 

• First Aid Kit: In addition to the usual 
items, also include prescription medications – 
check the expiration dates 

• Bottled Water: Experts recommend a gal-
lon per person per day 

• Flashlights & batteries: Store them 
where you can easily find them – even when 
it’s dark 

• Non-perishable food: Choose items that 
don’t require cooking or heating 

• Manual can opener 

• Coolers or ice chests: Have a few to 
store ice in case of a lengthy outage  

• Special-needs items: This includes items 
for infants, the elderly, or the disabled 

• Battery-operated radio: To access news 
reports 

• Fresh batteries: For all battery-powered 
equipment 

• External rechargeable battery pack: To 
charge cell phones and other electronic devic-
es  
Non-cordless phone: To plug in during pow-

er outages 

El Dorado County has a free chipper program that pro-
vides chipping services free of charge to residents on 
the Western slope. This is a great help to homeowners 
wishing to clear their land and create defensible space 
around their homes. To find out more about this pro-
gram, visit the El Dorado County Fire Safe Council 
website   https://www.edcfiresafe.org/chipper-program/ 

https://www.pge.com/en_US/residential/outages/planning-and-preparedness/safety-and-preparedness/safety-and-preparedness.page
https://www.sce.com/wps/portal/home/outage-center/preparing-for-outages/!ut/p/b1/nVFNU4MwEP0reuiRyYbPcIxaIYyDZUAsuTBpTCtqA7Xxo_9e6DDe2lr3tG_m7e57-xBHc8S1-GxWwjStFm8D5n6dsBuKI9dmxCmugeJZYdtThuPU6wlVT4ADRWE_j0lEY5YDI3dlAOwqyrNyVkIcYvSIOOJSm848o2orVS1bbZQ2tdITGP
https://www.sce.com/wps/portal/home/outage-center/preparing-for-outages/!ut/p/b1/nVFNU4MwEP0reuiRyYbPcIxaIYyDZUAsuTBpTCtqA7Xxo_9e6DDe2lr3tG_m7e57-xBHc8S1-GxWwjStFm8D5n6dsBuKI9dmxCmugeJZYdtThuPU6wlVT4ADRWE_j0lEY5YDI3dlAOwqyrNyVkIcYvSIOOJSm848o2orVS1bbZQ2tdITGP
https://www.ready.gov/power-outages
https://www.smud.org/en/In-Our-Community/Safety-Tips/Around-the-home
https://www.pge.com/en_US/residential/outages/planning-and-preparedness/safety-and-preparedness/safety-and-preparedness.page
https://www.sce.com/wps/portal/home/outage-center/preparing-for-outages/!ut/p/b1/nVFNU4MwEP0reuiRyYbPcIxaIYyDZUAsuTBpTCtqA7Xxo_9e6DDe2lr3tG_m7e57-xBHc8S1-GxWwjStFm8D5n6dsBuKI9dmxCmugeJZYdtThuPU6wlVT4ADRWE_j0lEY5YDI3dlAOwqyrNyVkIcYvSIOOJSm848o2orVS1bbZQ2tdITGP
https://www.ready.gov/power-outages
https://www.edcfiresafe.org/
https://www.edcfiresafe.org/
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WHAT PROPERTY OWNERS NEED TO 

KNOW TO REDUCE WILDFIRE RISK 
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El Dorado County Fire Protection  
Standard 

Winter 
Check property for dead or bark beetle-infested 
trees.  Weather permitting, now is the best time 
to remove those trees and dense undergrowth.  
Trim up trees for vertical clearance as part of 
your home’s defensible space. If not feasible in 
winter then plan now to do so when weather 
permits.  If you’re planting trees this spring, 
plan ahead now and plant locally native trees. 

Spring 
Prepare defensible space.  Remove dead and 
bark beetle-infested trees.  Bark beetles are 
most active now and in summer—be careful not 
to damage remaining trees as fresh wood at-
tracts beetles.  If possible, remove freshly cut 
wood. Otherwise, cover, lop or chip infested 
wood—and do not place near healthy trees.  
Following an extended period of little to no rain, 
sparingly water high-value trees. Use best wa-
tering practices.  Now is the time to plant new 
trees, as long as irrigation is available.  

Summer 
Remove dead and dying trees.  Follow spring 
guidelines as beetles are very active in summer 
as well.  Be especially careful with power 
tools—one spark can start a wildfire. If planting 
trees in fall, plan ahead now and plant locally 
native trees. 

Fall 
If planting trees, wait until the weather cools 
and fall rains have increased soil moisture.  
Now is one of the best times to remove dead 
and dying trees, and dense undergrowth.  Wa-

ter high-value trees only if significantly 
less than average rainfall this season; 
otherwise, do not water. 

Here’s what you can do seasonally to re-
duce your risk of wildfire and   promote 

tree health: 

Water Supplies for Suburban and 

Rural Fire Fighting 

STANDARD #D-003 EFFECTIVE -
3/24/2021 REVISED -3/23/2022 

PURPOSE: 

The purpose of this standard is to communi-

cate the minimum level of water storage and 

delivery system requirements for one- and 

two-family dwellings as approved under the 

reduced fire flow allowance within the fire 

jurisdictions that adopt this standard. 

BACKGROUND: 

The California Fire Code (CFC) Section 
507.1 requires an approved water supply 
capable of providing the required fire flow for 
fire protection to premises upon which facili-
ties, buildings, or portions of buildings which 
are hereinafter constructed or moved into or 
within the jurisdiction. The CFC Section 
507.2 further explains that the water supply 
shall consist of reservoirs, pressure tanks, 
elevated tanks, water mains or other fixed 
systems capable of providing the required 
fire flow. The CFC, as amended locally, re-
quires the minimum fire flow for residential 
one- and two-family dwellings to be 1,000 
gallons per minute for a 1-hour duration for 
dwellings 3,600 square feet or smaller. For 
dwellings 3,601 square feet or greater, the 
minimum fire flow is 1,000 gallons per mi-
nute for a 2-hour duration. The CFC grants 
the fire code official the authority to reduce 
the fire flow requirements for buildings in ru-
ral areas where the development of full fire 
flow requirements is impractical.  For more 
information: https://
www.eldoradocountyfire.com/files/10278b889/
Rural+Water+Supply+Standard+D-003+03-
2022.pdf 

https://www.eldoradocountyfire.com/files/10278b889/Rural+Water+Supply+Standard+D-003+03-2022.pdf
https://www.eldoradocountyfire.com/files/10278b889/Rural+Water+Supply+Standard+D-003+03-2022.pdf
https://www.eldoradocountyfire.com/files/10278b889/Rural+Water+Supply+Standard+D-003+03-2022.pdf
https://www.eldoradocountyfire.com/files/10278b889/Rural+Water+Supply+Standard+D-003+03-2022.pdf
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Fire Prevention Week 
October 9-15 

 
 

IMPORTANCE OF FIRE PREVENTION! 

In a fire, mere seconds can mean the difference between a safe escape 
and a tragedy.  

Fire safety education isn’t just for school children. Teenagers, adults, and the elderly are also at risk 
in fires, making it important for every member of the community to take some time every October dur-
ing Fire Prevention Week to make sure you understand how to prepare for a fire and stay safe in 
case of a fire. 

Your Aukum Fairplay FireSafe Council has two suggestions to help you and your family be prepared 
before a fire strikes. 

GET YOUR DEFENSIBLE SPACE EVALUATION! 
Reduce the potential of wildfire damage to your property. 
 

In order to help property owners, reduce the potential of wildfire damage to their property The AFFSC 
provides a free evaluation of your property for fire risk. We have evaluators certified by CalFire and 
use the same form to guide the evaluation as CalFire uses to inspect properties. Our evaluations are 
for advisory and education only and we do not forward the results to authorities. We do report the 
number of evaluations we do in each neighborhood which should result in CalFire concentrating their 
inspections elsewhere. Taking care of problems found in our evaluation may also lower the risk per-
ceived by your insurance Company. 
 
To request an evaluation or for information, email info@affsc.org or go to our website at affsc.org and click 
on the Defensible Space Evaluation box. 

 

GET YOUR REFLECTIVE RESIDENTIAL ADDRESS SIGN! Help re-
sponders find your home quickly. 

When emergency responders are called to a given location, there may be a delay in response if 
crews are unable to see the address from the street. The few extra minutes it may take to locate your 
address could cost you your home — or your life 

Sign details: 6” X 18” .063” aluminum covered with green reflective vinyl. 4” Reflective vinyl numbers 
on one or both sides. Fire resistant when mounted onto a metal post. 

This is an AFFSC fundraiser and signs cost $20-$25. To request information, email 
info@affsc.org or go to our website at affsc.org and click on the Address Sign box. 

mailto:info@affsc.org
http://affsc.org
mailto:info@affsc.org
http://affsc.org
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Grizzly Flats FSC News 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Grizzly Flats Fire Safe Council is happy to announce that the El Dorado Resource Conserva-
tion District (RCD) has a program that is funded by CALFIRE and the US Forest Service “Caldor 
Community & Forest Recovery Program”.  It is for the recovery and reforestation in the Grizzly 
Flats area.  The RCD will be the program manager.  It is a voluntary program and there is no cost 
to the property owner. 

 

The recovery and reforestation treatment will focus on treating fire killed and damaged trees, re-
moval of fuels, site prep and planting seedlings. 

 

By entering this program, you can improve your property by increasing the safety for people, ani-
mals and personal property.  It will also help reduce the potential for future wildfire by removing ac-
cumulated debris and increase the health of remaining trees.  Replanting trees will increase aes-
thetics of the property over time as compared with tree conditions now, increase the value of your 
investment and restore the forest ecosystem that was destroyed by the Caldor Fire. 

 

The El Dorado Resource Conservation District accomplished a similar project after the King Fire in 
2014 which included tree removal and restoration on private non-industrial forest land within the 
burn perimeter. 

 

For additional information, please send an email to RCD District Manager: Mark Egbert at 
Mark.Egbert@ca.usda.gov.  You are also welcome to contact Ernie Lory, Grizzly Flats Fire Safe 
Council 1

st
 Vice Chair, at ernielory@aol.com or call (530) 344-1642. 

Mark Almer, Chairman 

Ernie Lory, 1st Vice Chair 

David Manske, 2nd Vice Chair 

Vacant, Secretary 

Robin Kelley, Treasurer  

This year’s Grizzly Flats Burger Night Event was sponsored by the El Dorado Community 

Foundation and run by the South County Alliance for 8 Fridays this past summer.  Dr. John Taylor 

generously offered his beautiful property for the event, which was blessed by wonderful volunteers 

and generous donors. All proceeds went to the South County Alliance for the future of Grizzly Flats. 

Mountain F. Enterprises matched all incoming funds for a total of $9,849.00. Burger Night held 

$4000 for the start-up next summer and the South County Alliance (SCA) was gifted $15, 015.66. 

 

The advisory board of the SCA gathered ideas from the community members for future projects in 
the community. If you would like to add your voice, email us at socoalliance@gmail.com, or call us 
at 530-268-5652. 

mailto:Mark.Egbert@ca.usda.gov
mailto:ernielory@aol.com
mailto:socoalliance@gmail.com
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Omo Ranch News 

Omo Ranch Fire Safe Council Announces $10,000 Grant from Sierra Pacific Foundation To-
ward Battling Northern California Wildfires 

Somerset, CA, July 11
th
, 2022- - The 

Omo Ranch Fire Safe Council is an-
nouncing that a grant was given to 
ORFSC to provide the valuable re-
source of available and accessible wa-
ter for use during wildfires. This grant 
was received from Sierra Pacific Foun-
dation in the amount of $10,000 for the 
purchase and installation of four 5,000-
gallon poly water storage tanks to be 
placed on Sierra Pacific Industries 
property. 

Julie Wynia, Chairperson of the Omo 
Ranch Fire Safe Council and volunteer 
firefighter says, “Thanks to this gener-
ous donation from Sierra Pacific Foun-
dation, Omo Ranch, whose greatest 
challenge in the 2021 Caldor Fire was 

the lack of accessible water, will now have the ability to quickly fill and refill fire engines 40 times 
over, giving our community not only the ability to better protect our neighborhood, but our sur-
rounding communities.” 

The Omo Ranch Fire Safe Council, with this donation 
from Sierra Pacific Foundation, will be in a much great-
er position to support Cal Fire and give them every 
chance of mitigating, or stopping, devastating wildfires 
in northern California. 

Installation of the water tanks has already begun, and 
the project is expected to be completed by mid-August 
2022. 

About The Sierra Pacific Foundation 

The Sierra Pacific Foundation is the philanthropic or-
ganization founded by the Emmerson family in 1979. 

Since the inception, SPF has awarded over 
$9 million in scholarships. In addition to 
scholarships, the Foundation contributes to 
youth activities and other organizations in 
the communities where Sierra Pacific In-
dustries operates. In 2021, the Foundation 
contributed $2 million to organizations in 
the local communities. 

 

 

Quarter ly–  Fa l l  2022  The Wi ldf i re Round -up  
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Omo Ranch FSC Dates 

West Slope Fundraiser 

Serving the Caldor Fire Victims 

Upcoming Dates: 

 

• Monthly FSC Meeting: Saturday, September 24, 2022, 9:00am - 11:00am at Indian Diggings 
School, 6020 Omo Ranch Rd.  

• Monthly FSC Meeting: Saturday, October 22, 2022, 9:00am - 11:00am at Indian Diggings 
School, 6020 Omo Ranch Rd. 

• Monthly FSC Meeting: Saturday, November 19, 2022, 9:00am - 11:00am at Indian Diggings 
School, 6020 Omo Ranch Rd. 

• Educational Event: Potluck and Winter Preparedness, Saturday, November 19, 2022, 
11:00am - 1:00pm at Indian Diggings School, 6020 Omo Ranch Rd. 

Quarter ly–  Fa l l  2022  
The Wi ldf i re Round -up  
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 REFLECTIVE Residental Address Signs 
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Vulcan Vents—by Michael Pinette 

Residential Address Signs 
 

AFFSC makes reflective residential address signs and delivers them to you! 
 

Many homes in the Aukum-Fairplay community do not have clearly visible addresses or none at all. 
There are about 1000 residences in the AFFSC area. 114 families have ordered and received a 
green, 4 inch letter, reflective sign meeting Fire Code requirements. Will the next one be you? 
Living in South County is great. We love the open country, abundant trees, and rural environment. 
However, these things also make it harder for  emergency responders  to find your home in an emer-
gency. When you call 9-1-1, you want them there immediately. However, They can't help you, if 
they can't Find you. 
 
Please help emergency responders by posting visible street numbers for your house from the road. It 
is best to use at least four-inch, reflective numbers on a solid background. AFFSC follows 
the  standard green reflective background. Three inch letters are harder to read, especially at night, 
and do not meet Fire Code requirements. 
 
If your house is accessible from both directions on your street, then please put street numbers on 
both sides. Place the signs in a highly visible area. 
Installing a quality, reflective address sign will aid the Fire District, emergency responders, law en-
forcement, and others in locating your residence. 
Send in the request form with a check, and we will make the sign and DELIVER to you! 

Continued next page 

Vulcan Vents -- why do you need them and are they worth it? 
 
I recently attended a seminar/demonstration of how the Vulcon Vent system works and saw 
firsthand how these systems can literally save your home from burning to the ground.  I met the 
Marketing Manager and his technical support rep. both have been with Vulcan for 10 years or more 
and have spent years honing the product to lead the industry as well as demonstrate how easily you 
can harden your home.  Needless to say I was very impressed. 
 
The scenario.  The Vulcan team set up a trailer-bed with a steel structure with two wall stacks in the 
side lot of Meeks in Jackson.  with a typical roof of plywood with shingles on top, with one side hav-
ing just regular eave vents, the other with Vulcan Vents.  They used propane to set alight some tin-
der. Under the watchful eye of Jackson Fire Dept team with an engine available (though not need-
ed), they lit the pyre and we watched.  the regular vent side quickly went ablaze.  The vulcan vents 
side, separated from the regular structure with a metal walk, smoked, but never caught flame.   After 
about 5 minutes, the Vulcan team sprayed the fire out with a regular garden hose.  The team 
showed the burn scar on the regular side, and then took out the plywood slab that covered the Vul-
can Vents demo side.  The marketing director removed the plywood and took it to the ground, travel 
trailer deck to show us there was no damage. Not only that, we were all able to place hands on the 
slab within seconds and other than the direct sun that it was in, there was absolutely NO heat or fire 
scars on the Vulcan plywood -- not a scratch. We were amazed.   
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Vulcan Vents—How does it work: 
Our baffle-free design allows air to flow freely. 
To repeatedly block embers, we use a stainless steel mesh. It’s simple, strong, and effective. Next is 
our intumescent honeycomb. This allows air to flow freely and in the presence of high heat will swell 
the vent shut, creating an active fire wall when you need it most! Our vents are designed to pro-
tect against flying embers even before the Vulcan Matrix closure. Embers often attack a home 
miles before the fire even comes near, spreading flames faster and wreaking more havoc. 
Our vents are equipped with a screen to catch embers before they enter the home, smolder 
and ignite, an imperative feature to help keep a home standing during wildfire. 

The vents can be located at multiple points in the home. See the following graphic of potential loca-
tions. 

  

 
 
 
In discussion with the Vulcan team, I found that they are mostly located in the western part of the US 
and are now just beginning to expand towards more eastern states where fires have become more 
prevalent.  States like Colorado, Ohio, they are already in Oregon and Washington -- with a potential 
deal coming soon in Quebec province.   Hardware distributors like Meeks are fully trained on how to 
sell and in some cases install the Vulcan product. In fact the marketing manager said they typically 
to not have any issue selling the product, more likely it is difficult to find installers.  With all vents on 
a house, you would need a combination of roofing and contractor skills, maybe even stucco for 
some vent locations. 
 
Other key takeaways: 
 

As they say, the embers are going to hit your house prior to any flames approaching.  In addi-
tion to the vent covers you should also put gutter guards on your gutters. It will also prevent 
buildup of heat, and even with metal gutters, typically it is a plain 2 by 10 piecce of lumber 
behind, with time the heat buildup will get inside your roof. 

They have multiple sizes and applications.  Just screens, or units with intumescent honeycomb 
coating (shown below).  The grating is 1/8th on the front  meant to strengthen the screen as 
well as prevent rodent damage.  Then the luminescent honeycomb -- able to prevent fire 
penetration up to 1800 degrees for well over two hours.  The final layer is a zinc coated 
screen with 1/16th size mesh to absolutely prevent any embers from entering the home.    I 
have an example of a vent used in testing that is quite impressive.   A 5 by 16 inch mesh 
with all three layers retails for roughly $50.  Covering a home that has over 50 eave vents 
can be pricy, but cheaper than losing the home and having to rebuild.   

The team explained that most houses are so "tightly" built these days with extra layers of coat-
ings to retain heat in winter  and shed heat and cold in the summer, with extra sun screen-
ing on windows, doors, etc -- its like we have made houses like Webber grills.  The grill has 
breathing holes in the bottom and top to regulate the heat you want to cook, but without 
these Vulcan vents he quipped:  "Congratulations you have just made your home a Webber 
grill."  One that will suck in the embers and burn your house to the ground.  The vents will  

     prevent that from happening.   
The team brought photos of a home that survived the Grizzly Flat fire.  Regular home, with a 

trex-like deck, regular doors and windows, but every Vulcan Vent was used to protect the 
lower under floor vents, the eave vents, had gutter guards, even had the 1/!6th sheathing to 
cover the under the porch lattice work so embers could not get through.  There was a good 
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EDUCATING CHILDREN clearance around the home, a mowed 
field about 150' wide, mostly burned -- 
but the house was completely in-
tact.  A tree that had a small hollow at 
is base about 30' from the front door 
burned to the ground.  Great success 
story. 

I'm going to put them on my home!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You can find more about the products and their 
distributor network here: 
https://www.vulcanvents.com/how-it-works/ 
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest 

Service and the National Garden Clubs, Inc., 

are giving students the opportunity to demon-

strate their understanding  of wildfire preven-

tion and basic environmental conservation 

principles through original drawings of Smokey 

Bear and Woodsy Owl.  The local garden club 

sponsoring the poster contest is Foothill Gar-

den Club.  The poster contest will be launched 

at Pioneer Elementary School at 1:00pm on 

October 4th.  The contest will be explained, 

we will celebrate last year’s winners, and blank 

posters will be given to each student grades 1-

5.  The posters will be collected in a month , 

judged locally then submitted for CA State 

judging.   

 

Smokey Bear says: “Only you can 
prevent wildfires!” Smokey Bear is 
recognized nationally and internation-
ally as the symbol for wildfire preven-
tion. The original Smokey Bear ap-
peared in 1944. Smokey’s message, 
“Only you can prevent wildfires!” en-
courages personal responsibility for 
wildfire prevention. Smokey Bear 

teaches children and adults to be careful with 
campfires, barbecues, burning yard waste, and 
matches. 

 

 Woodsy Owl says: “Lend a hand—
care for the land!” Woodsy Owl is 
America’s icon for the conservation 
of the environment. Since 1971, 
Woodsy has helped parents and 
teachers inspire children to ob-
serve, explore, and care for the en-

vironment. He challenges children to “Lend a 
hand, care for the land!” and to take an active 
role in caring for the land through recycling, 
reusing, and reducing waste; gardening, plant-
ing, and caring for trees; using resources wise-
ly; and not littering. 

The El Dorado County Fire Safe Council 
(EDCFSC) continues to work closely with the 
County of El Dorado Office of Wildfire Prepar-
edness and Resilience and participates as a 
member its advisory committee. Work is under-
way to coordinate projects and planning efforts 
across the County under the umbrella of a wild-
fire strategy including a multi project coordina-
tion effort in the greater Placerville area as well 
as road right of way fuels reduction projects be-
tween the County Department of Transporta-
tion and associate fire safe councils. The 
EDCFSC has moved is office from Rescue to a 
non-profit center on Main Street in Placerville 
and has hired two part time staff members to 
assist with business and grant administration. 
The defensible space program for seniors, vet-
erans and low-income residents was well uti-
lized again this year with almost 200 jobs com-
pleted. Although this program is currently 
closed, additional funding will be available for 
the program again either this Fall or early 
Spring 2023. Funds are still available for the 
chipping program and residents can apply 
online through the EDCFSC website to receive 
up to 6 hours of chipping on their property an-
nually. 
  
 

Vulcan Vents Cont. 

MESSAGE FROM KEN PIMLOTT, 

CHAIR EDCFSC 

https://www.vulcanvents.com/how-it-works/
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THANK YOU! 
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Aukum Fairplay Fire Safe Council Boundaries 

OUR MISSION: Mitigate loss of life and property from the effects of cata-
strophic wildfire through community education, mobilization and action. 
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JOIN US!! 

We continue to meet monthly at Pioneer Park Community Center and by Zoom, Council meetings every 

3rd Wednesday at 7 pm. Let us know anytime you wish to participate. We want to hear from you and what 

your needs are to be wildfire safe. 

To participate and request the Zoom link, email info@affsc.org and ask that your email be put on the dis-

tribution list for upcoming meetings. 

  Let your neighbors know to contact us so we will have their emails for important seasonal infor-
mation.  

 Our contact is info@affsc.org.  

 See our website at www.affsc.org for all sorts of information and links. 

 Follow us on Facebook and Nextdoor 

mailto:info@affsc.org
http://www.affsc.org

