
 

Ready to go in a wildfire 

Julie Patterson of Swansboro is the proud winner of an equipped emergency go bag, the prize in 

the Aukum Fairplay FireSafe Council Ready for Wildfire Go Raffle. Participants read Cal Fire’s 

Wildfire Go brochure and the emergency supply kit checklist and then took a quiz. Everyone 

who answered all five questions correctly was entered into the raffle. 

 

The quiz: 

Question: At what point should you evacuate? 

Answer: Early, to help firefighters keep roads clear of 

congestion, as soon as evacuation is recommended by 

fire officials or prior to evacuation orders, whenever 

you feel unsafe. 

Question: Prior to evacuating, should you close all the 

curtains in your house? 

Answer: No, curtains could catch fire from the radiant 

heat of the window and result in fire damage to the 

house from the inside. 

Question: In preparing to evacuate should you bring all 

patio furniture and barbecues close to the exterior of the 

house? 

Answer: No, These items will become ignition sources 

to your home. Patio furniture should be moved inside 

the house or garage and barbecues should be moved 

away from the home. 

Question: When a wildfire threat is present should you 

gather your important papers and medications in case of evacuation? 
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Answer: Yes, these items should be included in your emergency supply kit and taken with you in 

the event of evacuation since it may be several days before you can safely return to your 

property. 

Question: When evacuating should I gather my pets and make sure they are in the house to be 

safe? 

Answer: No, take your pets with you and don’t forget their food and drinking water. 

Patterson said reading the brochures made her more aware of the need to be prepared in case of a 

wildfire. She said she subsequently sat down with her family, discussed the danger and made a 

plan. Each member of her family now has a backpack with a change of clothes and other 

emergency items. 

“My 10 year old and I discussed that we might lose everything in a wildfire but that as long as 

we were safe it would be OK,” said Patterson. “That was a hard concept for my child to 

comprehend but I am really glad that we took the time to have that conversation. I feel like we 

are better prepared because of it.” 

Printed in the June 09, 2021 edition on page A7 | Published on June 9, 2021 |  
 


